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THE IMPACT OF MEDIA COVERAGE ON THE COURSE
OF CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS AND THE RIGHTS
OF PARTICIPANTS

This article investigates the impact of media coverage on criminal trials and their participants, with
particular attention paid to digitalization and social networks as sources of coverage. The purpose of the
study is to analyze both legal and social aspects of interactions between media coverage and judicial
system and make recommendations to minimize its negative influence.

This work draws from a content analysis of media publications, comparative legal approach, and
study of Kazakh and international judicial practice. The results indicated that excessive media coverage
threatens presumption of innocence, compromises judicial independence, and induces psychological
pressure among participants. As part of the contribution made, practical recommendations on media
regulation were provided including standardization between media outlets and courts as well as offering
practical advice to increase transparency and fairness during court proceedings.

Key words: media coverage, criminal proceedings, rights of participants, presumption of innocence
and digitalization.
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'A.H. T'ymnaeB atbiHAafFbl Eypasus yATTbIK yHMBepcuTeTi, AcTaHa K., KasakctaH
2A.K. KycarblHOB aTbiHAAFbI Eypasus rymaHuUTapAbIK, MHCTUTYTh, ACTaHa K., KasakcTaH

3MyxTtap Oye3oB aTbiHAaFbl OHTYCTiK KasakcTtaH yHuBepcuTeTi, LLbiMkeHT K., KasakcTaH
*e-mail: aridnis@mail.ru

bykapaablk, aKknapar KypaAAapblHAAFbl OKUFAAAPAbI XKapHUSIAQY AbIH,
KbIAMbICTbIK, COT iCiH XYpPri3y 6apbICbiHA KoHEe KaTbICYLLUbIAAPAbIH,
KYKbIKTapblHa acepi

ByAa Makarapaa OyKapaAblK, aknapaT KypaAAapblHAAFbl OKMFAAAPAbl XKapUSAQYAbIH, KbIAMbICTbIK,
npoLectepre >KeHe OAAPAbIH KaTbICYLIbIAAPbIHA 8Cepi 3epTTeAeAi, UMMPAAHAbIDY MEH SAEYMETTIK
KeAiAepre >apblk Ke3i peTiHAe epeklle Hasap ayAapblAaAbl. 3epTTeyAiH MakcaTbl — OyKapaAblk,
aKnapaT KypaAAapbl MEH COT XKYMECIHAET OKMFaAApAbI KapusAay apacbiHAAFbl ©3apa 9peKeTTECTIKTIH
KYKbIKTbIK >KOHE ©AeyMeTTiK aCreKkTiAepiH TaAAdy >X8He OHblH Tepic acepiH asalTy OowblHLLA
YCbIHbICTap a3ipAey.

bya 3eptTey BAK-Tarbl >KapuSAaHbIMAAPAbIH KOHTEHT-TAaAAQYblHA, CAAbICTbIPMAAbI-KYKbIKTbIK,
TOCIAre >XOHe Ka3aKCTaHAbIK, X8HE XaAblKapaAblk, COT MPAKTUKACbIH 3EepAEAeyre HerispeAreH.
HaTtuxxeaep 6ykapaabik, aknapar KypaAAapblHAAFbl OKUMFAAAPAbI LIAMaAaH TbIC >KapusiAay KiHBCI3AIK
Mpe3yMrumMsiCbiHa Kayin TOHAIPETIHIH, COT OMAIriHIH TayeACi3AiriHe HyKCaH KEeATIPeTiHiH >KaHe
KaTbICyLLbIAAPFa MCUXOAOTMSIABIK, KbICbIM KepCeTeTiHiH kepceTTi. EHrisiareH caabim wenbepinae BAK
MeH COTTap apacblHAAFbl KaTblHACTApAbl CTaHAAPTTayAbl Koca aAFaHaa, BAK-Tbl pettey 6oibiHLLa
MPaKTUKaAbIK, YCbIHBIMAAP, COHAAM-aK, COT TaAKblAQybl 6apbICbiHAQ ALLbIKTbIK, MEH dAIAAIKTI apTThipy
6OMbIHLLA MPAKTUKAABIK, KEHECTEp GepiAAi.

Tyiin ce3aep: BAK-Ta kapusaay, KbIAMBICTbIK, iC >KYPri3y, KaTbICylIblAQpAbIH KYKbIKTapbl,
KiIHOCI3AIK MPe3yMnumsChl XaHe UMMPAAHABIPY.
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BAusiHMe ocBeL,eHMs1 COObITHII B CPEACTBAX MAacCOBOM MHhopMaLuu
Ha X0A YTOAOBHOIO CYAONPOM3BOACTBA M MpaBa Y4aCTHUKOB

B aToi1 cTaTbe McCAeAyeTCS BAMSIHME OCBeLLeHUsl COObITUIN B CPEACTBAX MAacCOBOM MH(OpMaLmm
Ha YrOoAOBHbIE MPOLECChI M MX YUYACTHUKOB, MPW 3TOM 0COO60E BHUMaHME YAEASETCS LMdPOBMU3aLIUMN U
COLMAAbHbIM CETSIM KaK MCTOYHMKAM OCBellleHMs. LleAblo nccaepaoBaHMs SIBASIETCS aHAAM3 KAk MpaBo-
BbIX, TaK M COLIMAAbHbIX aCMEKTOB B3aMMOAEMNCTBUA MEXAY OCBELLEHMEM cobbitnit B CMU 1 cyAe6H017|
CUCTEMOM 1 BbIpaboTKa PEKOMEHAALMIA MO MUHMMM3ALMU €ro HEeraTUBHOIO BAMSIHUSL.

dT1a paboTa OCHOBaHa Ha KOHTeHT-aHaAm3e nyb6amkaumin B8 CMU, cpaBHUTEAbHO-TIPABOBOM MOA-
XOAE M U3YyUYEeHUM Ka3axCTaHCKOM U MEXAYHAPOAHOM CyAeOHOM NpakTHkK. PesyAbTaTbl NoKasaAu, YTo
ype3smepHoe ocBelleHne cobbiTuii B CMU yrpoxkaeT npesymnumm HEBUHOBHOCTM, MOAPbIBAET He3a-
BMCHMMOCTb CYA€0OHOM BAQCTM M OKasblBaeT MCUXOAOTMYECKOe AABAEHME Ha y4yaCTHMKOB. B pamkax
BHECEHHOr0o BKAAAA ObIAM AaHbl MpakTUYeckue pekomeHAaumu no peryavposanmnio CMU, Bkatovas
CTaHAQPTU3auMio oTHoweHnn mexkay CMU 1 cyaamu, a Takke npakTMYecKne COBeTbl MO MOBbILLEHNIO

MPO3PaYHOCTH M CMIPABEAAMBOCTU B XOAE CYAEOHbIX pa3brpaTeAbCTs.
KatoueBble caoBa: ocsellerve B CMI, yronoBHOe CyAOMNpPOM3BOACTBO, MpaBa Y4YacTHWUKOB, npe-

3yMMUMS HEBMHOBHOCTU U LnppoBU3aLms.

Introduction

Modern digital technologies and mass media
have dramatically transformed society’s relation-
ship to legal systems. Studies demonstrate that
media coverage of criminal trials has an outsized
effect on society’s perceptions and decisions
made within court proceedings, even impacting
decision making processes themselves. Media
often resort to dramatization or sensationalism in
performing their function of informing, leading
to distortion of ideas about cases, defendants and
victims.

This topic is timely due to an increasing number
of instances in which unethical media coverage of
criminal trials violates presumption of innocence for
accused and puts undue pressure on courts.

Problematic media interference on criminal pro-
ceedings has become a global problem: high-profile
trials such as those of O. J. Simpson (https://www.
latimes.com/obituaries/story/2024-04-11/0j-simp-
son-dead) or Amanda Knox in Italy (https://journals.
law.harvard.edu/jlg/2017/09/what-not-to-do-when-
your-roommate-is-murdered-in-italy-amanda-
knox-her-strange-behavior-and-the-italian-legal-
system-by-martha-grace-duncan/) demonstrate this
phenomenon vividly. Cases like those involving
former Minister of National Economy Kuandyk
Bishimbayev in Kazakhstan has drawn international
media coverage due to active coverage that created
divisive opinions even prior to his trial having ended

(https://newlinesmag.com/spotlight/the-murder-tri-
al-of-a-former-minister-in-kazakhstan-has-gripped-
the-region/), all this underscores the necessity of
conducting thorough analyses on media interference
with criminal proceedings.

This study explores the social relationships re-
sulting from interaction between media coverage
and criminal justice system, with particular atten-
tion paid to impact of media coverage on procedural
rights for participants in criminal proceedings, in-
dependence of judicial system and independence of
judiciary system.

This work seeks to identify and address key
problems related to media influence in criminal pro-
ceedings and provide recommendations that will
reduce any negative repercussions from such influ-
ence.

Research methodology includes an examination
of national and international legislation, review of
judicial practice and comparative legal approach in
order to ascertain variations between jurisdictions
regarding their regulation of media influence.

Hypothesis of the study is unethical or excessive
media coverage of criminal trials increases the risks
of violating participants’ rights while potentially un-
dermining judicial objectivity.

This research seeks to advance both theoreti-
cal and practical approaches for ensuring fair trials
amidst media influence, and may prove useful for
judges, lawyers, legislators in developing more ef-
ficient media engagement strategies.
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Methodology

This study employed an integrated approach that
includes content analysis, comparative legal analy-
sis, case studies, and qualitative methods. Research
materials comprise over 100 publications from me-
dia outlets as well as high-profile criminal cases
such as that involving Kuandyk Bishimbayev; leg-
islative acts from Republic of Kazakhstan as well
as international standards like European Convention
for Protection of Human Rights and Directive (EU)
2016/343 made up part of its data source base.

Content analysis allowed us to categorize pub-
lications according to tone (45% negative, 40%
neutral and 15% positive) and assess their effect on
public opinion as well as participants involved in the
process. Comparative legal analysis was employed
to explore international standards regarding interac-
tion between media outlets and the judicial system.
Case studies helped to reveal specifics of media cov-
erage of high-profile cases while qualitative meth-
ods (interviews with representatives of the judicial
system, journalists and human rights defenders) pro-
vided insight into its effect on participants’ rights.
What distinguished this research was its application
of analysis methods integrated in digitalization and
social activity growth environments.

Literature review

Influence of media coverage on criminal pro-
cesses has been the subject of considerable research,
both theoretically and practically. Foreign literature
pays special attention to interactions between media
coverage and justice systems; ethical standards set
for media organizations; as well as legal and societal
consequences caused by an excessive coverage of
trials.

Studies of media coverage’s effect on criminal
trials highlight its global nature. Studies by Bakh-
shay S., Haney C. and Luberda R. illustrate this,
showing that excessive coverage violates presump-
tion of innocence by creating pressure on participants
during proceedings before trial and endangering its
independence, similarly the Center for the Study of
Democracy highlights potential damage done to ac-
cused reputation due to sensationalist coverage.

Some authors (Markov, Hoffman, etc.) highlight
modern challenges of digitalization through their re-
search, which addresses problems such as spreading
false information and standardizing its use digital
evidence. Other authors (Hamilton & Dowling) also
critique media self-regulation while Hausman pro-
poses ethical standards which minimize any damage
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from inappropriate coverage. These works highlight
the necessity of strictly regulating how media inter-
act with legal systems in this digital era.

Analyses of regulatory acts like Directive (EU)
2016/343 and the Convention for the Protection of
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms reveal
how international actors are taking proactive steps to
safeguard participants in the judicial process against
media influence, with different countries adapting
their legislative systems accordingly.

Kazakhstan also regulates media interference
with justice through legislation, such as its Consti-
tution  (https://www.akorda.kz/en/constitution-of-
the-republic-of-kazakhstan-50912) and Criminal
Procedure Code (https://adilet.zan.kz/eng/docs/
K1400000231), but comparative analyses indicate
there may still be gaps in this area of national law.

Although extensive research has been conduct-
ed, some issues remain poorly understood. Of par-
ticular note are issues surrounding media coverage’s
impact on victims and witnesses’ rights; regional
specifics of legislative regulation (for instance in
Central Asian countries including Kazakhstan), as
well as its socio-economic consequences on partici-
pants whose reputations have suffered due to unjus-
tified media coverage.

Literature reviews highlight the need for further
investigation of media-justice relations. This work
seeks to fill identified gaps by offering recommen-
dations for improving legislation and law enforce-
ment practice in Kazakhstan.

Results and Discussion

This study provides valuable data regarding the
effects of media coverage on trial fairness in cas-
es with high public significance, particularly those
where media attention may contribute to unfair tri-
als. From our conclusions we can see there may be
tensions between public access to information and
the right of an accused to fair trials.

An examination of various foreign studies and
cases illustrates that when it comes to cases involv-
ing possible death penalty sentences, media tend to
publish materials which depict the accused nega-
tively and create biased public opinion that influenc-
es jurors’ decisions. An analysis of foreign scientific
articles shows most media coverage is focused on
negative characteristics associated with accused and
details of crime rather than presumption of inno-
cence or procedural aspects — this finding confirms
research conducted in Kazakh and Russian practices
where media tend to make premature assessments of
guilt for accused.
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Bakhshay S., Haney C. explore how media bias
can shape public perception of an accused and trial
outcomes. An examination of court cases in the US
shows how widespread media coverage before trial
begins can have the opposite effect: public condem-
nation — contradicting presumptions of innocence
(Bakhshay, 2018: 330).

Luberda’s study examines the role of media
as a “fourth power.” He notes that media attention
on legal processes often violates its independence
principle as pressure is exerted upon judges and
other participants involved (https://scholarship.law.
nd.edu/ndjlepp/vol22/iss2/11/).

Center for the Study of Democracy conducted
a study that explored threats to presumption of in-
nocence due to media interference. According to
its author, excessive disclosures regarding suspects
or defendants as well as sensational coverage can
irreparably damage their reputation even if their
guilt remains unclear (https://csd.eu/publications/
publication/the-presumption-of-innocence-and-the-
media-coverage-of-criminal-cases-case-studies-
analysis/).

Some studies emphasizes the need to strike a
balance between public access to information and
individual rights protection. She examines Europe-
an countries where protection of accused rights are
guaranteed under directives such as Directive (EU)
2016/343 on presumption of innocence.

Directive 2016/343 of the European Parliament
and Council shows the significance of protecting
presumption of innocence when active media cov-
erage of criminal trials occurs. One key measure is
prohibiting public statements by authorities which
suggest guilt prior to court decisions being rendered
— these measures help minimize bias from society
or judiciary that is particularly noticeable during
high-profile trials actively covered by media. As
electronic legal proceedings begin taking place in
Kazakhstan, such standards could serve as guides in
developing mechanisms which counteract negative
influences from media (https://eur-lex.europa.cu/eli/
dir/2016/343/0j/eng).

The Directive emphasizes the need to protect
defendants from visual representation that could
suggest guilt, while simultaneously upholding their
right to silence and impartial evidence. These prin-
ciples reflect challenges faced by national justice
systems where media pressure may violate partici-
pants’ rights in the process. For Kazakhstan spe-
cifically, adopting such standards could increase
confidence in its judicial system while guaranteeing
justice amidst digital technologies’ increasing role
and mass media’s impact on public opinion.

The European Convention on Human Rights
(ECHR) serves as an essential legal foundation for
upholding fundamental human rights during crimi-
nal proceedings, such as presumption of innocence
and access to a fair trial. Article 6 of the Convention
establishes this principle, emphasizing that accused
individuals are entitled to an impartial tribunal pro-
viding them with public hearings within reasonable
timelines to establish guilt.

Adherence to the principles outlined by the Eu-
ropean Convention of Human Rights is critical in
maintaining a balance between public interest and
individual rights of those accused. The Convention’s
provisions, such as its prohibition of torture (Article
3) and right to private and family life (Article 8), ex-
tend their protective scope by helping reduce exces-
sive intrusion of media outlets. The European Con-
vention for Human Rights (ECHR) emphasizes that
freedom of expression (Article 10) must not com-
promise trial fairness or individual dignity during
criminal proceedings. By maintaining this balance,
the Convention provides a powerful legal mecha-
nism against prejudicial media coverage ensuring
justice is both delivered and perceived to have been
delivered (https://www.echr.coe.int/documents/d/
echr/convention ENG).

Some autors examine media self-regulation
standards and norms within criminal trials. They ar-
gue that lack of legislation for media self-regulator
creates abuse from media outlets such as disclosing
confidential details regarding processes.

Some researchers presents another significant
work that explores the ethical principles that jour-
nalists must abide by when reporting high-profile
cases, providing standards to minimize harm from
incorrect lighting.

Markov’s the growing influence of digital plat-
forms and social media on criminal proceedings,
with emphasis on issues such as false information
dissemination and shaping public opinion before
trial begins (https://arisa-project.eu/assessing-the-
impact-of-criminal-proceedings-on-the-social-situ-
ation-of-suspects-and-accused-3/).

Some researchers address cases where video
and audio content uploaded to social media was pre-
sented as evidence in court, emphasizing the need to
standardize admission procedures for these materi-
als.

Shirin Bakhshay and Craig Handy conducted
one of the key studies. A content analysis of 1 831
newspaper articles from California death penalty
cases where defendants filed motions to postpone
was undertaken with 27 categories to describe vari-
ous forms of information; compare negative, posi-
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tive and neutral content ratios and find data which
might compromise impartial juror selection deci-
sions in future trials (https://psycnet.apa.org/doilLa
nding?doi=10.1037%2Flaw0000174).

Neutral categories: publications that present facts
without emotional overtones or subjective assess-
ments. They primarily contain objective data such as
court dates, procedural decisions and so forth.

Negative categories: Publications that portrays
an accused in an unfavorable light. Emphasis is
placed upon his or her guilt and any brutal aspects
associated with their crime that lead to public con-
demnation.

Positive Categories: Materials that highlight
the personal qualities and innocence claims of an
accused, as well as focus on any offenses in their
process.

While most of us might view this as being nec-
essary, one aspect that many find problematic when
trying to manage their weight can be challenging:
maintaining balance. Thankfully, with regular phys-
ical exercise comes increased energy levels that help
us achieve balance more quickly and easily than
ever. Researchers found the coverage to be predom-
inantly negative. They identified various forms of
bias within it — for example, using information from
law enforcement and prosecutor’s offices, providing
sensationalist descriptions of crimes committed by
suspects, and including materials that should have
been excluded legally from trials. Even with poten-
tially biased coverage, cases were rarely transferred
to other jurisdictions and court decisions had little
correlation with the amount and content of biased
materials. This paper explores its ramifications for
rights such as impartial jury membership, procedur-
al safeguards and effective legal remedies available
to an accused person.

This study proves that excessive media coverage
of criminal cases leads to the erosion of presumption
of innocence. Publication of information such as al-
leged evidence, witness statements and comments
from law enforcement agencies prior to trial starts
helps form preconceived opinions among both the
public and jury members — this conclusion is sup-
ported by data from Kazakhstan where media pub-
lications occur before official court decisions have
been rendered.

This study examines U.S. law enforcement prac-
tice where information dissemination mechanisms
such as closed hearings or gag orders (court orders
that prohibit discussion of cases in the media un-
til completed) exist, while Kazakhstan lacks such
mechanisms, compounding violations to partici-
pants rights during legal processes.
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An analysis of specific cases both internation-
ally and in Kazakhstan has demonstrated that exces-
sive media coverage of criminal cases often violates
the presumption of innocence. For example, media
publications with unambiguous interpretations of
guilt even before trial had completed are typical.
This evidence supports foreign authors who note
how biased publications place undue pressure on
judges, potentially altering their verdict.

An analysis comparing Kazakhstan with foreign
jurisdictions (such as the UK or US ) has revealed
that strict media regulation helps mitigate this prob-
lem there. Unfortunately, however, law enforcement
practice in Kazakhstan remains inadequately regu-
lated, which creates risks to fair trials.

One of the results of this research was to reveal
significant psychological strain placed upon vic-
tims and witnesses due to increased media scrutiny.
Discussing personal details in public often results
in witness withdrawal or falsified testimony; this
aspect had not been sufficiently covered in prior
works, making this research especially noteworthy.

Social media and online platforms present new
challenges to justice. Video and audio materials
posted online prior to and during trials often create
public opinion that does not align with actual evi-
dence in the case. These results align with the find-
ings of Bakhshay & Handy who note how modern
media resources exacerbate this “virtual court” phe-
nomenon.

Kazakhstan lacks standards for verifying such
materials within criminal proceedings, creating ad-
ditional legal gaps. Harrison proposes adopting uni-
versal approaches to digital evidence management
which could then be customized for individual na-
tional systems.

The study demonstrated that, without a clear
mechanism for interaction between judicial authori-
ties and media outlets, errors in case coverage can
arise and contribute to decreased public confidence
in justice — as evidenced by data from the Center for
the Study of Democracy. Kazakhstan has only be-
gun to implement such mechanisms of interaction,
necessitating further regulatory and institutional
changes for it to work effectively (https://online.
zakon.kz/Document/?doc_id=32679356&pos=6;-
106#pos=6;-106)

E.I. Zamylin’s research revealed that mass me-
dia play an essential dual role in protecting partici-
pants of criminal proceedings. On one hand, media
coverage can serve as a form of public control — it
draws attention to violations of rights for partici-
pants and facilitates transparency; but excessive or
biased coverage often undermines presumption of



A.Zh. Muratova et al.

innocence, risks pressuring judges, victims or wit-
nesses and creates negative stereotypes of suspects.

To harness the media effectively for justice and
security, a detailed legal regulation of their inter-
action with the justice system is required. Respon-
sibility must be strengthened for spreading false
information while journalistic ethics standards
need to be introduced to avoid their interfering in
criminal proceedings negatively affecting criminal
proceedings. (https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/sred-
stva-massovoy-informatsii-i-ih-rol-v-obespechenii-
bezopasnosti-uchastnikov-ugolovnogo-protsessa-
pozitivnye-i-negativnye-momenty).

Kazakhstan’s adoption of electronic criminal
proceedings under Instruction approved by Order
No. 2 from January 3, 2018, marks an important step
towards digitalizing justice and increasing its trans-
parency; however, media coverage of such chang-
es raises a number of problems related to protect-
ing participant’s rights during criminal processes
(https://adilet.zan.kz/rus/docs/V1800016268)

One of the key innovations is the adoption of
Unified Register of Pre-Trial Investigations (ERDR)
and FElectronic Criminal Case Module (e-CCM),
which automate the process of conducting criminal
cases from entering investigation data to sending
materials to court. Instructions define procedures
for using media files and electronic documents to
promote transparency and efficiency during this
process; however, their wide availability through
public sector sources could result in unauthorized
disclosure that threatens participant rights in this le-
gal process.

Instructions provide for the functionality of
notifying participants via SMS and e-mail, which
speeds up communication but poses risks associated
with data privacy. Furthermore, using public sector
of ERDR (which has access to case materials) could
contribute to leakage of information forming public
opinion before completion of investigation.

E-CCM allows for the inclusion of media files
in case files, which can become the basis of media
pressure and sensational coverage from journalists,
violating presumption of innocence and increasing
public prejudice. This practice mirrors practices
seen elsewhere when digitalization has led to similar
issues in legal proceedings.

Instructions emphasize the inadmissibility of
disclosing pre-trial investigation data that could be-
come the basis for media interaction; however, in
practice this rule is frequently disregarded, espe-
cially in high-profile cases. As technology continues

to advance there still remains a need for additional
regulation between media and judiciary interactions.

Overall, electronic court proceedings offer great
potential to improve justice systems. However, their
introduction underlines the importance of stringent
information security controls and protecting partici-
pant rights during proceedings. This is especially
relevant when media coverage can influence how
criminal cases progress and the results are received
by society.

Media coverage of criminal trials has an inher-
ent duality: on one hand, it supports transparency by
increasing justice administration transparency and
informing the public of court cases progress; but at
the same time it poses serious threats to rights of
participants in these processes such as presumption
of innocence, protection of personal information
from victims and witnesses as well as impartiality
for judges and jurors.

This study revealed the primary issues as public
data publication of negative assessments of defen-
dants, leakage of procedural information, and pres-
sure from public opinion before court decisions are
rendered. Examples from both national and interna-
tional practice show the necessity of tight regulation
of media interactions with the judicial system; such
tools as Public Sector in ERDR or Electronic Crimi-
nal Case can potentially increase transparency; how-
ever without clear controls over accessing this data
media coverage may become even more damaging
than before.

Legislative measures aimed at safeguarding citi-
zens’ honor, dignity and business reputation high-
light the need to restrict the spread of false informa-
tion. Rulings by Kazakhstan’s Supreme Court and
reputation protection norms reinforce responsibility
on media outlets for spreading such misinforma-
tion, creating additional tools to defend all parties
involved in criminal proceedings. (https://adilet.zan.
kz/rus/docs/P92000006S ).

Media coverage can play an invaluable role in
upholding justice, yet its unchecked use can com-
promise participant rights during criminal process-
es and distort justice itself. To minimize risks, an
integrated approach should be employed, which
includes legislative initiatives like electronic court
proceedings and protecting defamatory information
as well as increasing media responsibility and creat-
ing information dissemination control mechanisms.
However, successful implementation will require
coordinated efforts between the judiciary system,
media outlets and society at large.
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Conclusions

The results of the study confirm that media cover-
age of criminal trials has an immense impact on par-
ticipants and fairness of proceedings. Based on an in-
depth examination of both international and domestic
practice, excessive media attention to high-profile
cases may breach presumption of innocence laws, in-
crease pressure on judges and juries and harm both
accused as well as victims reputations.

The data obtained confirm the hypothesis that
uncontrolled media coverage of trials increases the
risks of violating participants’ rights. To address
this problem, developing standards for interactions
between judicial authorities and journalists, and
ethical standards for covering criminal cases. Also
key is controlling the dissemination of procedural
information as this can minimize media’s negative
influence. Future research could aim at exploring
whether these measures hold up in light of increas-
ing digitalization and social networking sites.

The results of this research confirm the asser-
tions of foreign authors, that media interference in
criminal proceedings poses a serious threat to fair
trials. Additionally, this work sheds light on aspects
not previously adequately discussed such as its ef-
fect on victims and witnesses as well as specifics of
law enforcement practice in Kazakhstan.

Based on our findings of research, we came to
several conclusions:

1. Kazakhstan requires strict legislative over-
sight regarding media coverage of criminal trials
similar to what exists in Europe.

2. To prevent bias in coverage of cases by media,
interaction standards between judiciary authorities and
media must also be set out clearly and consistently.

3. It is vital that media organizations implement
ethical standards when working with digital materi-
als in order to reduce public pressure on courts and
increase public confidence in justice.

4. Results obtained can then be used to strength-
en legislation and increase trustworthiness within
society.

These findings form the basis for further inves-
tigation and the creation of practical recommenda-
tions to address any identified problems.

This article highlights how media pressure
causes jurors to lose objectivity when handling
cases with widespread exposure, especially those
which receive media coverage. Research indicates
that jurors who become familiar with a case through
media are more likely to favor conviction in such
instances.

This study emphasizes the need for greater
adherence to journalistic ethics when reporting
criminal cases. According to its authors, media
should focus on objectively reporting facts rath-
er than sensationalization or speculation that
could endanger rights of defendants. Unfortu-
nately in Kazakhstan this aspect remains prob-
lematic due to an insufficient legal framework
and no effective mechanism for accountability
when breaches occur in professional standards
by journalists.

The results of this article reveal that key issues
identified internationally are also relevant for Ka-
zakhstan, highlighting the necessity for taking spe-
cific actions:

- Establishing clear rules to govern interactions
between media and justice.

- Restricting publication of information that
could compromise court objectivity until comple-
tion of process.

- Developing ethical standards for journalists as
well as monitoring mechanisms.

- Training judges and law enforcement officials
on how to interact with the press in order to avoid
leakage of procedurally relevant information.

This study presents evidence to demonstrate
how unregulated media coverage of criminal cases
undermines justice and the rights of participants in
the process. These conclusions highlight the signifi-
cance of developing integrated approaches to regu-
late interactions between media and justice at both
international levels and within Kazakhstan’s legal
framework.
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