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PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD IN THE REPUBLIC
OF KAZAKHSTAN AS AN OBJECT OF STATE ACTIVITY:
THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL ASPECTS

The theoretical and practical dimensions of child rights protection in Kazakhstan, emphasizing the
nation’s commitment to nurturing the well-being and development of its youngest citizens. Kazakhstan’s
legal framework, including its Constitution and international obligations like the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), underscores the importance of safeguarding children’s
rights. A comprehensive legislative framework, comprising laws such as the Law on the Rights of the
Child, the Law on Social and Legal Protection of Children Without Parental Care, and the Law on
Education, forms the basis for child protection in Kazakhstan. However, the effectiveness of these laws
hinges on their consistent implementation and enforcement, which requires strengthening the capacity
of institutions and professionals involved in child protection. The article also highlights key child
protection institutions and educational awareness programs in Kazakhstan. Nevertheless, persistent
challenges, including cultural and traditional barriers, child abuse and neglect, and educational
disparities, require holistic approaches for resolution. Bridging educational gaps, especially in rural
and marginalized communities, necessitates targeted investments in infrastructure, teacher training,
and curriculum development. In conclusion, Kazakhstan’s commitment to child rights protection is
evident in its legal framework and international obligations. However, addressing practical challenges
requires ongoing evaluation, adaptation, and comprehensive strategies to ensure the full realization
of children’s rights.

Key words: Kazakhstan, United Nations, law, constitution, rights of the child.
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KasakcraH PecnybAnkacbiHA@ 6aAaHbIH, KYKbIKTapbiH KOpFay
MEMAEKETTIK KbI3MeT 00beKTICi peTiHAe: TEOPUSIADIK,
)KoHe NpaKTUKaAbIK acrekTiAepi

KasakcraHaarbl 6ara KYKbIKTapblH KOPFayAblH TEOPUSIAbIK, >KOHE MPaKTUKAAbIK, acrekTiAepi
KapacTbIpbIAAAbI, EAAIH €H KillKeHTal a3aMaTTapblHbIH, 9A-ayKaTbl MEH AAMYbIHA KAaMKOPABIK, KacayFa
AEreH YMTbIAbICbI aTtan eTiAeai. KasakcTaHHbIH KYKbIKTbIK 6a3acbl, OHblH KOHCTUTYUMSCbIH >KaHe
bipikkeH YATTap YibiMbIHbIH baaa KykbikTapbl TypaAbl KoHBeHumschl (KIP) cusakTbl XaAblkapaAbik,
MiHAETTEMEAEPIH KOCa aAfaHAa, 0aAanapAblH KYKbIKTapblH KOPFayAblH MaHbI3AbIAbIFbIH - aTarl
KkepceTeai. baaa KykbIKTapbl TypaAbl 3aH, aTa-aHaCblHbIH KAaMKOPAbIFbIHCbI3 KaAfaH 6GaAasapapl
OAEYMETTIK >X8He KYKbIKTbIK, KOpPFay TypaAbl 3aH >aHe OiAiM TypaAbl 3aH CUSKTbl 3aHAAPAbI
KaMTUTbIH >KaH-)KakKTbl 3aHHamMaAblK, 6a3a KasakcTaHaarbl 6aAarapabl Kopfay YWiH  Heri3
KAAbINTaCTbIpasbl. AAanAQ, OYA 3aHAAPAbIH TUIMAIAITT OAQPAbIH ABMEKTI XKY3€re acblpblAybIHA >KaHE
KYKbIK KOAAQHY MpaKTMKacbiHa 6ariAaHbICTbl, OYA GaAaAapAbl KOPFayMeH aiHaAblCaTbiH MEKEMEAEP
MeH MaMaHAapAbIH 9AeyeTiH HbIFalTyAbl TaAan eTeai. Makasapa basarapabl Kopray >KeHiHaeri
Heri3ri Mmekemeaep MeH KasakcTaHaarbl arapTy 6arAapAaMasapbl Aa KaMTbIAFaH. AereHMeH, MOAEH!
JKOHE ASCTYPAI Keaeprinepai, 6aranapra KaTbire3aik MeH KapayCbI3AbIKTbl >kaHe OiAiM bepyaeri
TEHCI3AIKTI KOCa aAFaHAQ, XKaAFaChIN XKaTKaH MACEAEAEp LELYAiH 6ipTyTac TOCIAAEPIH KaXKeT eTeA|.
binim Gepyaeri, acipece aybIAAbIK, X8HE MaprMHaAAbl KaybIMAACTbIKTAPAAFbl OAKbIAbIKTAPAbI XOIO
MH(PaKYPbIAbIMFA, MYFaAIMAEPAI AasipAayFa XaHe oKy baFaapAamanapbiH a3ipAeyre GarblTTaAFaH
MHBECTULMIAAPABI KaXKeT eTeai. KopbiTbiHAbIAAK KeAe, KasakcTaHHbIH 6aAa KYKbIKTapbiH KOpFayfa
AEreH YMTbIAbICbI OHbIH KYKbIKTbIK, 6a3acblHAQ >K&HE XaAblKapaAblK MiHAETTEMEAEPIHAE anKbIH
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3awmra npaB pebeHka B Pecny6anke KasaxcraH
KaK 06beKT roCyAapCTBEHHOM AESITeAbHOCTU: TeopeTUYecKue
M NpakTU4YecKue acneKTbl

TeopeTnyeckue 1 npakTUYecKMe acnekTbl 3aWmThbl Npas peberka B KasaxcraHe, noAvepkuBaeT-
CS NMPUBEP>KEHHOCTb CTPaHbl 3a60Te 0 GAArOMOAYUMM U PA3BUTMM CBOMX CaMbIX MAAEHbKMX IPakAaH.
INpaBoeas 6a3a KaszaxcraHa, BkAlouasi ero KOHCTUTYLMIO 1 MeXKAYHAPOAHbIE 06513aTEALCTBA, Tak1e Kak
KonBeHums Opranusaumm Ob6beamHeHHbIX Haumin o npasax pebetrka (KIMP), noauepkuBaeT BaXHOCTb
3aWmThl NpaB AeTei. Bceobbemalolias 3akoHoAaTEAbHAs 6a3a, BKAKOYAIOWAs TakmMe 3aKOHbl, Kak 3a-
KOH O npaBax pebeHka, 3aKOH O COLMAAbHOWM M NMPABOBOM 3alUMTE AETel, OCTaBLUMXCS 6e3 norneveHms
poauTeAeit, U 3akoH 06 06pasoBaHM, (POPMUPYET OCHOBY AAS 3alMThl AeTel B KasaxctaHe. OaHaKo
3(PhEKTUBHOCTb 3TUX 3aKOHOB 3aBMCUT OT MX MOCAEAOBATEABHOIO OCYLLLECTBAEHWNS 1 MPABONPUMEHN-
TEAbHOW MPaKTUKM, YTO TPeOyeT yKpenAeHus MoTeHUMaAa yUPEXKAEHUI 1 CMeLMaAUCcTOB, 3aHMMalo-
LMXCS 3alUMTOM AeTeit. B crtatbe TakyKe OCBELLAIOTCS KAIOYEBbIE YUPEXAEHWUS MO 3alUmMTe AeTer n
NPOCBETUTEAbCKME Mporpammbl B KasaxctaHe. Tem He MeHee, COXpaHsiolmecs npobAembl, BKAKOYast
KYAbTYPHbIE 1 TPAAMLMOHHbIE 6apbepbl, KeCTokoe obpalleHre C AeTbMIU M GE3HAA30PHOCTD, @ TakxKe
HepaBeHCTBO B 00pa3oBaHmm, TpeByIoT LIEAOCTHbIX MOAXOAOB K pa3pelieHnio. YcTpaHeHue Npo6eAos B
006pa3oBaHMmM, 0COBEHHO B CEAbCKMX M MaPrMHAAM3MPOBAHHbIX 06LWMHAx, TpebyeT LeAeHarnpaBAEHHbIX
MHBECTULMIA B MH(PACTPYKTYPY, MOAFOTOBKY yuMTeAein 1 pa3paboTky yuyebHbIx nporpamm. B 3akaio-
YyeHue CAeAYeT OTMETMTb, YTO MpuBep KeHHOCTb KasaxcraHa 3awmrte npas pebeHka OueBUMAHA B ero
NpaBoBON 0ase 1 MeXAYHAPOAHbIX 06s3aTeAbcTBax. OAHAKO peLieHue NpakTMuecknx 3aaad Tpedyer
MOCTOSIHHOM OLEHKM, apanTaumm 1 pa3paboTky BCEOObEMAIOLLIMX CTPATErMI AAS 0GecneyeHs MOAHOM

peaAm3aLmu rnpas AeTen.

KaroueBble caoBa: KasaxcraH, OpraHusaums O6beanHeHHbIX Haumii, 3aKoH, KOHCTUTYLMS, npaBa

pebeHka.

Introduction

The protection of children’s rights is a para-
mount concern in today’s world, reflecting society’s
commitment to nurturing the well-being and devel-
opment of its youngest members. The Republic of
Kazakhstan, like many other nations, has recog-
nized the importance of safeguarding the rights of
children within its borders. This article delves into
the theoretical and practical aspects of child rights
protection in Kazakhstan, examining the role of the
state in ensuring their realization. It explores the
legal framework, international obligations, and the
practical challenges that arise in the implementation
of child protection measures.

1.1. Legal Foundations

Kazakhstan’s commitment to the protection of
children’s rights begins with its legal framework.
The Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan, ad-
opted in 1995, underscores the significance of safe-

guarding children’s rights. Article 30 of the Con-
stitution explicitly states that the rights of the child
are a matter of particular concern, emphasizing the
state’s obligation to protect their interests.

In addition to its national laws, Kazakhstan is a
signatory to various international treaties related to
child rights, including the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child (CRC). The CRC,
ratified by Kazakhstan in 1994, is a seminal interna-
tional instrument that outlines the rights of children
and the responsibilities of states in ensuring their
protection and well-being.

1.2. International Obligations

Kazakhstan’s ratification of the CRC signifies
a commitment to aligning its domestic laws and
practices with global standards for child rights. The
CRC sets forth a comprehensive framework for the
protection of children’s rights, enshrining principles
such as non-discrimination, the best interests of the
child, and the right to survival and development.
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Article 2 of the CRC mandates that states par-
ties take all necessary measures to ensure that chil-
dren’s rights are upheld without discrimination of
any kind. Furthermore, Article 4 of the CRC obliges
states to adopt legislative, administrative, and other
measures to implement the rights recognized in the
convention effectively. These provisions emphasize
the legal and ethical responsibilities of Kazakhstan
to protect and promote child rights.

2.1. Legislative Framework

The practical realization of child protection in
Kazakhstan relies on a robust legislative framework.
The country has enacted several laws and regula-
tions specifically addressing child rights and wel-
fare. Notable among these are the Law on the Rights
of the Child, the Law on Social and Legal Protection
of Children Without Parental Care, and the Law on
Education.

The Law on the Rights of the Child encompass-
es a broad spectrum of child rights, including the
right to life, survival, and development, echoing the
principles outlined in the CRC. This law reinforces
the government’s commitment to creating an envi-
ronment conducive to the growth and development
of children. Furthermore, it addresses issues such
as child labor, child abuse, and access to education,
underscoring the multifaceted nature of child pro-
tection.

The legislative framework is a cornerstone of
child protection in Kazakhstan, laying the founda-
tion for the practical realization of children’s rights.
It is essential to delve deeper into the specific laws
and regulations that govern child rights in the coun-
try, assessing their comprehensiveness and effec-
tiveness in safeguarding the well-being of children.

- The Law on the Rights of the Child: A Com-
prehensive Approach

The Law on the Rights of the Child serves as a
comprehensive legal instrument that encompasses a
wide range of child rights. It goes beyond merely
acknowledging children’s rights to life, survival,
and development; it also outlines their rights to a
name, nationality, family, and protection from
discrimination.

This law reflects the commitment of
the Kazakhstani government to creating an
environment conducive to children’s growth and
development. However, it is crucial to assess its
practical effectiveness and the extent to which it
is implemented consistently across the country
(Koktysh 2018).
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- Law on Social and Legal Protection of Chil-
dren Without Parental Care: Addressing Vulnerable
Populations

The Law on Social and Legal Protection of
Children Without Parental Care is of paramount
importance, considering the challenges faced by
orphaned or abandoned children. This law should
ensure that these vulnerable children receive the
care and support they need to thrive.

However, the effectiveness of this law hinges on
the adequacy and quality of the support systems in
place for children without parental care. It is essential
to critically examine the implementation of this law
to determine whether it effectively safeguards the
rights and well-being of this particularly vulnerable
group (Paltseva2015: 278-294).

- Law on Education: Fostering Inclusive and
Quality Education

The Law on Education plays a vital role in the
protection of children’s rights by addressing their
right to education. It is crucial to evaluate the extent
to which this law promotes inclusive and quality
education for all children, regardless of their socio-
economic background or location.

Challenges such as disparities in educational
infrastructure and resources between urban and rural
areas need to be addressed to ensure that every child
has equitable access to education. Additionally, the
law should emphasize child-centered and inclusive
teaching methods that facilitate children’s holistic
development (Khusainova 2017: 37-51).

- Enforcement and Monitoring: The Critical
Link

While the existence of child protection laws is
crucial, their effective enforcement and monitoring
are equally essential. The Kazakhstani government
needs to ensure that these laws are consistently

implemented and that violations are swiftly
addressed through a robust legal system.
An important aspect of this process is

strengthening the capacity of law enforcement
agencies and the judiciary to handle child rights
cases effectively. This includes training for judges,
prosecutors, and law enforcement officers on child
rights issues (UNICEF. 2021).

- Challenges and Potential Reforms

Examining the legislative framework for child
protection in Kazakhstan also involves identifying
challenges and proposing potential reforms. For
instance, there may be gaps in existing laws that need
to be addressed, or amendments may be necessary to
align with evolving international standards (UNDP.
2020)



K.T. Zhumanova et al.

Additionally,  ongoing  evaluations  and
assessments of the effectiveness of these laws in
real-world situations are essential. The government
should actively seek feedback from civil society
organizations, child advocates, and children
themselves to identify areas that require improvement.

In conclusion, Kazakhstan has established a strong
legislative framework for child protection, reflecting
its commitment to upholding children’s rights.
However, the effectiveness of these laws depends
on their consistent implementation, enforcement,
and adaptation to address evolving challenges. A
critical analysis of the legislative framework, along
with ongoing reforms and monitoring, is essential to
ensure that children in Kazakhstan enjoy their rights
to the fullest extent possible.

2.2. Child Protection Institutions

Child protection in Kazakhstan is not solely
a matter of legislation; it involves a network of
institutions and organizations dedicated to upholding
children’s rights. The government has established
key institutions responsible for implementing child
protection policies. These include the Ministry
of Education and Science and the Ministry of
Healthcare, which play crucial roles in shaping and
implementing child protection measures.

Another vital institution is the Commissioner
for Children’s Rights, an independent ombudsman
office tasked with monitoring and protecting
children’s rights. The Commissioner serves as
an advocate for children’s interests, investigates
complaints, and collaborates with governmental
bodies to address issues affecting children.

2.3. Education and Awareness

Ensuring child rights protection goes beyond
legal frameworks and institutions; it necessitates
comprehensive education and awareness programs.
Kazakhstan has taken steps to raise awareness of
child rights through educational initiatives and public
campaigns within schools and communities. These
programs aim to educate children, parents, teachers,
and other stakeholders about the importance of child
rights and the available mechanisms for addressing
violations.

3.1. Cultural and Traditional Barriers
One of the significant challenges in effectively

protecting children’s rights in Kazakhstan is the
influence of cultural and traditional practices. In

some communities, deeply rooted customs may
conflict with modern human rights standards. Such
practices may include early marriage, child labor,
or gender-based discrimination, all of which can
adversely affect children’s well-being.

Addressing these challenges requires a delicate
balance between respecting cultural diversity and
upholding universal human rights. Sensitization
efforts are crucial in engaging communities to
understand the negative consequences of certain
practices on children’s lives. This involves fostering
dialogue, raising awareness, and promoting
alternatives that align with child rights principles.

3.2. Child Abuse and Neglect

Child abuse and neglect persist as significant
issues in Kazakhstan despite legislative measures
in place. Cases of child abuse, encompassing
physical, emotional, and sexual abuse, continue to
occur. Additionally, child neglect, often stemming
from poverty or parental substance abuse, poses a
substantial threat to children’s well-being.

Effectively combating child abuse and neglect
requires a multifaceted approach that encompasses
not only legal measures but also social services,
mental health support, and community engagement.
Governmental agencies should collaborate with
civil society organizations to create a safety net for
vulnerable children and families.

3.3. Access to Quality Education

Kazakhstan has made strides in improving
access to education; however, disparities in the
quality of education persist. Rural and marginalized
communities often lack access to well-equipped
schools and qualified teachers. This inequality in
educational opportunities not only hinders children’s
overall development but also limits their ability to
exercise their rights fully.

To address this challenge, Kazakhstan must
continue investing in its education system,
particularly in underserved areas, to ensure that all
children have equal access to quality education.
Teacher training and curriculum development
should be enhanced to provide a more inclusive and
child-centered learning experience.

Access to quality education is a fundamental
right that paves the way for a brighter future for
children. In Kazakhstan, significant strides have
been made in improving access to education.
However, persistent disparities in the quality of
education pose a substantial challenge, particularly
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for rural and marginalized communities. This
analysis explores the educational inequalities in
Kazakhstan, emphasizes the importance of equitable
access, and calls for targeted investments in the
education system to ensure that all children have
equal opportunities for quality education.

- Educational Disparities: A Multifaceted Chal-
lenge

Educational disparities in Kazakhstan are rooted
in various factors. Rural areas often lack well-
equipped schools and face shortages of qualified
teachers, resulting in an unequal distribution of
educational resources. Marginalized communities,
including those with lower socio-economic
backgrounds or those residing in remote regions, are
disproportionately affected.

An analytical study should delve into the
specific regions and communities facing the most
significant challenges. Examining disparities in
terms of infrastructure, teacher quality, and learning
outcomes can provide valuable insights into the
extent of the problem (Abilgazina 2020).

- Equitable Access: A Necessity for Child Rights

Equitable access to quality education is not
just a matter of policy; it is a fundamental aspect
of child rights protection. The right to education,
as enshrined in international conventions such as
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of
the Child (CRC), extends to all children without
discrimination. Ensuring that every child, regardless
of their location or background, has equal access to
quality education is imperative.

An analytical examination should assess the
alignment of Kazakhstan’s education policies and
practices with international child rights standards.
This includes an evaluation of how the principle
of non-discrimination is applied in educational
planning and resource allocation (United Nations.
1989).

- Investing in Education: A Path to Equality

To address the challenge of educational
disparities, Kazakhstan must continue investing
in its education system. Focusing on underserved
areas is essential to bridge the gap in educational
opportunities. This investment should encompass
various aspects, including infrastructure
development, teacher training, and curriculum
enhancement.

An analytical approach should explore
the allocation of educational budgets and the
effectiveness of investments in improving access
and quality. Additionally, the impact of targeted
interventions, such as teacher training programs and
school infrastructure development projects, should
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be evaluated to ensure that they yield positive
outcomes (World Bank. 2019).

- Enhancing Teacher Quality and Curriculum: A
Child-Centered Approach

Teacher quality and curriculum development
are pivotal elements in improving the quality
of education. Kazakhstan should prioritize
the enhancement of teacher skills, particularly
in rural areas, to ensure that children receive
quality instruction. Simultaneously, curriculum
development should focus on child-centered
approaches that cater to diverse learning needs.

An analytical assessment should examine the
effectiveness of teacher training programs and
curriculum reforms. This includes evaluating
whether these initiatives are tailored to address the
specific challenges faced by teachers and students
in underserved communities (Ministry of Education
and Science of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 2021).

addressing educational disparities in Kazakhstan
is imperative for upholding children’s rights to
quality education. An analytical approach that
assesses the root causes, evaluates policy alignment
with international standards, and examines the
effectiveness of investments and interventions is
essential. Equitable access to quality education is not
only a child’s right but also a crucial step towards
fostering a more equitable and prosperous society.

Conclusion

The protection of children’s rights in the
Republic of Kazakhstan is a multifaceted endeavor
that spans both theoretical and practical dimensions.
Kazakhstan, like many nations, has recognized the
paramount importance of safeguarding the rights of
its youngest citizens. It has established a robust legal
framework and ratified international treaties, such as
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child (CRC), to underscore its commitment to child
rights protection.

The legal foundations are solid, with
Kazakhstan’s Constitution explicitly recognizing
the rights of the child as a matter of particular
concern. The CRC provides a comprehensive
framework for the protection of children’s rights,
emphasizing principles like non-discrimination,
the best interests of the child, and the right to
survival and development. Moreover, the country
has enacted laws such as the Law on the Rights of
the Child, the Law on Social and Legal Protection
of Children Without Parental Care, and the Law on
Education, which address various facets of child
protection.
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However, the mere existence of laws and
international commitments is not sufficient to ensure
the realization of children’s rights. The practical
implementation of these laws and the ability of the
state to protect children in diverse circumstances
are crucial aspects to consider. The effectiveness
of the legislative framework relies on its consistent
implementation, enforcement, and adaptation to
evolving challenges. It also depends on the capacity
of institutions and professionals involved in child
protection.

Analyzing the practical aspects reveals both
progress and persistent challenges. Child protection
institutions, such as the Commissioner for
Children’s Rights, play a pivotal role in monitoring
and advocating for children’s interests. Moreover,
awareness programs and educational initiatives
contribute to fostering a culture of child rights.
However, cultural and traditional barriers, child
abuse and neglect, and educational disparities
remain formidable challenges.

The cultural and traditional practices prevalent
in some communities can clash with modern
human rights standards, necessitating a delicate

balance between respecting diversity and upholding
universal child rights principles. Child abuse
and neglect persist despite legislative measures,
emphasizing the need for a holistic approach that
encompasses social services, mental health support,
and community engagement.

The disparities in the quality of education
pose a significant hurdle to the full realization of
children’s rights in Kazakhstan. Although there
have been improvements in access to education,
rural and marginalized communities continue to
face educational inequalities. Bridging this gap
requires sustained investments in infrastructure,
teacher training, and curriculum development.

In conclusion, protecting the rights of the child
in Kazakhstan is a dynamic process that requires
ongoing commitment, evaluation, and adaptation.
While Kazakhstan has made commendable strides
in the realm of child rights, there are still challenges
to overcome. A comprehensive and analytical
approach, as outlined in this article, is essential to
ensure that children in Kazakhstan can fully enjoy
their rights and that the nation moves closer to
fostering a more equitable and prosperous society.
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