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SOME ISSUES OF POPULATION VICTIMIZATION

Nl

The protection of the rights and legitimate interests of victims of criminal offenses and victims of
crimes is considered as one of the priority areas for observing law and order in the Republic of Kazakh-
stan. Part 2 of Article 13 of the Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan states: “Everyone has the right
to judicial protection of his rights and freedoms.” In this regard, the relevance of ensuring the rights of a
person who has received moral, material or physical harm from a crime is very high. As stated in Part 3
of Article 12 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of the Republic of Kazakhstan, “The State provides ev-
eryone with access to justice and compensation for damage caused in cases and procedure established
by law.” In this regard, it is known that victimology develops scientific provisions and practical recom-
mendations for the protection of the rights and interests of victims of crimes.

To develop scientific provisions and practical recommendations, it is necessary to study the state of
crime, the amount of harm caused to crime, or the level of victimization of the population to determine
the assessment of crime. In this aspect, it is very important to develop measures to organize victimologi-
cal prevention, identify shortcomings in prevention measures, and increase the effectiveness of preven-
tive measures.

Key words: victimization; criminalization; crime, latency, victim, injured, criminological case.
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XaAbIKTbIH, BAKTUMM3ALIMSAAAHYbIHbIH, KeHOip cypakTapbl

KasakcraH PecriybAMKacbiHAQ —3aHABIABIK — MeH  KYKbIKTbIK — TOPTINTi  cakTayAbliH 6acbim
GarbITTapblHbIH 6Gipi PETIHAE KbIAMBICTbIK, KYKbIK OY3YLIbIABIKTApPAAH >Kamna LEeKKeHAEPAIH Hemece
KbIAMbIC Kyp6aHAapbIHbIH, KYKbIKTapbl MEH 3aHAbl MYAAEAEPIH KOpFay KapacTbipbiAaabl. KasakcraH
Pecny6amkacbitbiH, KOHCTUTYLMSCbIHBIH 13 6abbliHbiH, 2 GOAIriHAE: «OPKIMHIH 63 KYKbIKTapbl MeH
60OCTaHABIKTAPbIHBIH COT apKblAbl KOPFaAybIHA KYKbIFbl 6ap», — aern kepceTiAreH. OCbl TYPFblAAH aAbir
KaparaHAQ, KbIAMbICTbIH >K80ipAEHYILICIHIH, SFHM KbIAMbICTAaH MOPAAbAbIK, MaTEPUAAAbIK, HEmece
(PU3MKAABIK, 3UAH LUEKKEH TYAFaHbIH KYKbIKTapblH KamTamacbl3 eTyAiH e3ekTiAiri >kofapbl. KP KIMK
12 6abbiHbiH 3 6eAiriHae: «MeMAekeT 3aHAa OGEATiAEHIeH >KaFAanAapAa >KOHe TOPTIMneH SpPKiMHiH
COT TOpeAiriHe KOA >eTKi3yiH >X8He OFaH KEeATIPIATeH 3aAaAAblH ©TEAYiH KamTamacbl3 eTepi», —
aen kepceTiareH. OcblFaH 0aAaHbICTbl, KbIAMBIC KypOaHAAPbIHbIH KYKbIKTapbl MeH MYAAEAEPIH
KOpFayra 6anAaHbICTbI FbIABIMIU €PEXXEAEP MEH TaXKiPUBEAIK YCbIHbICTAPAbI BUKTUMOAOTUS 93iPAEMTIHI
GapLiambi3Fa MAAIM.

FbIAbIMK epexxeAep MeH TaxKipnbeAik YCbIHbICTapAbl 83iPAEY YILiH KbIAMbBICTbIABIKTbIH, >Kan-KY#HiH,
KbIAMBICTbIABIKTEH KEATIPIATEH 3USIHHbIH, MOALLIEPIH HEMECE KBIAMbICTbIABIKTbIH, 6aracblH aHbIKTay YLUiH
XaAbIKTbIH, BUKTUMM3aLIMSAAAHY AeHreriH 3epaeAey KaxkeT. OcbiFaH GalAaHbICTbI, BUKTUMOAOTMSIABIK,
AAAbIH AAYAbl YIbIMAQCTbIPY, aAAblH aAy KbISMETIHAEr KeMLUIAIKTEPAI aMKbIHAQY, aAAbIH aAy
LIapaAapbIHbIH,  TUIMAIAITIH apTTbipyFa 0GalAaHbICTbI  LIAPAAApPAbl 93ipAey aca MaHbI3Abl GOAbIM
TabblAQADI.

Ty¥iiH ce3aep: BUKTUMM3aALUMS, KPUMMHAAM3ALMS, KbIAMBICTBIABIK, AQTEHTTIK, Kyp6aH, >ka6ipAeHyLi,
KPUMMHOAOTUSIABIK, XXaF Adn.
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HEKOTopre BOMNpPOCbl BUKTUMHU3ALU MU HACEACHUS

B KauecTBe OAHOro M3 NPUMOPUTETHBIX HaMpaBAEHWI COBAIOAEHMS 3aKOHHOCTM U MpaBoOMopsiAka
B Pecnybanke KasaxcraH paccMaTpuBaeTcs 3aliMTa Npas M 3aKOHHbIX MHTEPECOB MOCTPAAABLUMX OT
YrOAOBHbIX MPABOHAPYLUEHWI U XXEPTB MpecTynAeHuit. B yactu 2 ctatbn 13 KoHctutyummn Pecriy6amku
KasaxcraH ykasaHo: «Kaxablii MMeeT npaBo Ha CyAebHYIo 3alUmMTy CBOMX NpaB U CBOOOA». B aToi cBs3M
OY€Hb BbICOKA aKTYaAbHOCTb 06ecrneveHuns NpaB AMYHOCTU, MOAYUMBLLEN MOPAAbHbIN, MaTepPUaAbHbIN
AWM busmueckuii Bpea OT npectynaenms. Kak raacut vactb 3 cratbm 12 YIK PK: «[ocyaapcTBo
obecrneymBaeT Ka>KAOMY AOCTYM K MPABOCYAMIO U KOMMEHCALUMIO NMPUYMHEHHOrO yuepba B CAyvasx
M MOPSIAKE, YCTAHOBAEHHbIX 3aKOHOM». B CBSI3M C 3TMM, U3BECTHO, YTO BUKTUMOAOTUSI paspabarbiBaet
Hay4Hble MOAOXEHMS W MpakTUYeckMe peKkoMeHAAUMM MO 3almTe MpaB M MHTEPECOB >XepTB
MPeCTynAeHun.

AAS pa3paboTKM HayUHbIX MOAOXKEHWMI U MPAKTUYECKMX PEKOMEHAALMI HEOOXOAUMO M3YUWTb
COCTOSIHME MPECTYNHOCTHU, 06bEM NMPUUMHEHHOIO MPECTYMHOCTbIO BPeAd MAM YPOBEHb BUKTUMM3aLIMK
HaCeAEHUS AASl OMPEAEAEHMS OLIEHKM MPEeCTYnHOCTU. B AaHHOM acnekTe oueHb BakHO pa3paboTtaTb
Mepbl MO OpraHM3auMm BUKTUMOAOIMYECKON MNPOMUAAKTUKM, BbISBAEHMIO HEAOCTATKOB B Mepax

NporAaKTUKM, NOBbILWEHNIO 3PPEKTUBHOCTU NPOPUAAKTUYECKMX MEP.

KatoueBble cAoBa: BUMKTUMM3ALMS,
NOCTPaAABLUMIN, KPUMUHOAOTUYECKMIA CAYHaN.

Introduction

The effectiveness of victimological crime
prevention in many respects depends on advanced
scientific research of issues like the study of the
process with the aid of reasons and conditions that
contribute the crimes, as well as the study of the
identity of the victim, the study of crime mechanism.

Victimogenic factors are the circumstances that
create the victim of the crime and contribute to their
victimization. Therefore, many researchers note
an important role of the study of the victimization
process and the factors that form victimity, which
determine passing from “victimal potential” to
“victimal determinism”.

Victimization is a central victimological
concept. It has a dual meaning. Firstly, it means the
transformation process of a potential victim into real
victim, and secondly, the final and cumulative result
of damage caused in its different types (Rivman
1975:47).

Victimization — the process of transformation
of potential victim in real one and final cumulative
result of damage caused in its different types. It is
not only the process of transformation of certain
person into a victim of crime, but also of a certain
community of people (Kuri 1993:47-54).

Said another way, the term “victimity” is linked
with the high ability (“disposition”) of a person to
became a victim in a certain circumstances, and
the terms “victimization” stands for determination

KPpMHUHaAN3aUn4,

MPecTynHoCTb, AATEHTHOCTb, >KEepTBa,

of process of such transformation, the final and
cumulative result of that process on a single and
mass levels.

As the results of crimes committed in the specific
place, victimology analyzes data on he types of
crimes, on injured persons, on place and time, on
crime method and other features of victimization
process. In the large scale, such approach gives
opportunity to calculate victimization coefficients
and indices (damage from crime), that show
quantitative and qualitative characteristics of the
persons affected and factors that contribute to their
victimization.

Literature review

Victimological issues, generally, including
the problems of protection of crime victims, have
always caused interest and attracted the attention
of domestic scientists in the field of criminal law
and criminology, criminal process. It gave an
opportunity to consider different applied aspects
of victims’ problems from this perspective
accordingly, to build domestic doctrine of crime
prevention, to form gradually approaches to solving
problems that are linked to victims’ problematic
(latent crome, the problem of victim’s guilt, crime
prevention, punishment purposes, compensation of
harm, etc.). In this context, it is hard to overestimate
scientific ~ researches and  publications of
S.B. Alimov, A.D. Boykov, P.S. Dagel, V.P. Kono-
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valov, N.F. Kuznetsova, V.S. Minskaya, D.V.Riv-
man, V.Ya. Rybalskaya, S.P. Sherba, L.V .Frank,
R.E. Djansarayeva, that contributed to the
development of named problems.

Methodology

The research methodology based on the
harmonization of the requirements of general
scientific and private scientific methodologies. The
general scientific methodology considers onjective
and subjective factors of social development, cause-
and-effect relations, their institutionalization and
subordimation. Private scientific methods includes
formal-legal, structural-systematic analysis,
methods of comparative legal, logical, social
analysis and synthesis.

Main part

Victimization plays arole of integral part of crime
that has its own specific parameters and qualitative
features, with the help of which these categories are
not coinciding. Victimization differs from crime in
that it shows the complex of processe of becoming
victims (Konovalov 1982: 22). The reasons of crime
and victimity often come across. The scientists —
representatives of different directions interpret them
in various way.

Criminologists of biological direction try to
explain the reasons of crime by the special genetic
disposition of not only the criminal, but also the
victim of his criminal actions, by biological nature
of the relationships between affected person and
offender.

Another direction considers the victim’s
behavior as one of the conditions that has impact
on occurrence and implementation of criminal
intent, which no way linked with genetic code. Of
course, heredity has an effect on the characteristics
of human nervous system, his temperament and
other psychological features of the person, but
substantial side of individual’s actions cannot be
inherited, it can form during the social life of society
and environment where he lives, works and express
himself as a social being. In addition, if specific
people become victims of any type of crime more
often than others do, this can be explained not
by some biological disposition but by particular
features of expression of their inherent properties
and personal qualities in a certain situation of life.

In the last few years, together with
criminalization, society has been victimized: people
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in the society are socially badly protected from the
offenders.

Revolutionary social changes that happened
related to transition to a market economy caused a
feeling of insecurity in most people.

Conditions of a market economy postpone
the interests of civil society and crime victims to
the last place, and ignore guarantees that ensure
public interests, this situation significantly reduces
the effectiveness of the fight against crime. Higher
view of crime as a factor of social destabilization
makes it possible to highlight what eventually
unites all or almost all varieties of crime: these are
the consequences of criminal infrigements in the
form of crime victims. There are millions of crime
victims, and taking into account the latency and low
efficiency of the criminal justice bodies — there are
hundreds of thousands who need protection and do
not get it. The feeling of their own unprotectedness
undermines citizens’ confidence in state power,
does not contribute to the use of public potential in
the establishment of law and order.

In the face of the population poverty, an
increase in unemployment, homelessness and
other deprivation, poor protection of citizens from
crime, corruption most of people does not trust law
enforcement bodies and the state.

It stands to mention that the processes of self-
organization of population part flows on an illegal,
including criminal basis. There are increased
number of facts of reprisals with criminals by the
victims: either personally, or through acquaintances,
close people, or even on the basis of paid services of
an appropriate nature.

In the modern era, there are an avalanche-like
increase in the conflict situation along with an
increase in the instability of our statehood, which is
generated by the economic crisis, by the inefficiency
of the legislative mechanism regulating the fight
against crime, by the unclarity of the political
situation in the country. The crimes (victims)
become the method of resolving such conflict
situation. Increasingly, people use ways of resolving
conflicts that are fully contrary to the law.

The escalation of criminal violence is connected
with the weakening of the state control mechanism,
single option elimination of the social control
system (people’s troops, prevention councils, law
enforcement control stations, community courts,
public control posts) and the active participation of
public forces in the prevention of crimes.

There are some factors affecting the decision of
the victim not to contact law enforcement bodies:
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1) dissatisfaction of people with the response
in law enforcement bodies to their statements and
measures taken (or not taken) in connection with
this;

2) reasons related to the nature of the incident
itself (seriousness of the crime, lack of evidence,
limited competence of the police);

3) the ability to solve the problem without
the participation of law enforcement bodies
(independently);

4) a negative attitude towards law enforcement
bodies (they cannot do anything, they do not want to
do anything). The police are often not interested in
or are not able to meet the needs and expectations of
the victim (most likely, the victim himself is not so
protected from encroachment by organized crime).
The ability to deal with the problem individually
(with the help of family, friends and alternative
organizations) becomes an alternative to official
response measures.

In the result of the study, S.G. Voitenko
concluded: “In recent years, there has been a sudden
increase in cases of reprisals against persons who
are called “family debauchers”. Here we can talk
about the formation of social phenomenon that was
not observed before — the prevention of criminal
behavior by criminal means within the framework
of small social groups of the population: this is
criminal self-regulation of the social body, an
attempt to improve internal life, interpersonal
communication with the help of criminal violence
“(Voitenko 2009:41).

According to the results of the study, only 37%
of the harmed persons reported to law enforcement
bodies about the fact of crime. The rest part did not
consider it necessary to inform law enforcement
bodies about the criminal infirgements that had
occurred under different excuses. They explained
the motives for such act as follows: “we will figure
it out” — 22%, “insignificant harm” — 19%, fear of
revenge — 12%, other motives — 7%, uncertainty
about the ability of law enforcement bodies to
provide appropriate help.

To the question of the questionnaire: “How
many chances out of 100 does a citizen have that his
statement to the police about the theft will receive a
legal move?” the most optimistic answer was given
by 4%, an extremely pessimistic answer — 19% of
those surveyed.

The problem of victim latency is inseparably
connetced with the current procedural order for
recognizing a person as a victim. The solution to
this issue depends entirely on the discretion of the
investigator. If he admits that there is no crime, then

there are no victims either. We are in an mistery spot
—until a person is recognized as a victim in the case,
he cannot exercise his rights and, the first thing,
present evidence that he became a victim. Until he
will prove this, he will not be recognized as a victim.

If the criminal case is dismissed, for example,
due to the lack of corpus delicti, the victim, basically,
will not even receive those insignificant rights that
he/she seems to have under the law, although the
fact of the crime has been established. The simplest
example is car theft: until the person who committed
this antisocial act is found, the investigating boodies
do not recognize the owner as a victim. A similar
situation for other categories of crimes, when the
guilty was not found. In short, there is a “de facto”
victim, but he/she is not recognized as a victim in
a criminal case. There are thousands of such cases.

In the conditions of a continuous increase in
crime, it becomes obvious that in the republic, in
particular, there is a process of victimization of the
population, which is developing in connection with
the criminalization of society. Victimization and
criminalization are processes of social interaction.

The transition to a new system of public relations
was quite difficult. In this respect, the destroying of
the legal education system and legal education of the
population also became harmful. Low awareness of
the procedures and rules for making transactions and
other business operations has caused a significant
increase in the victimity of the population in relation
to economic crimes and offenses, and a decrease in
the level of protection of property of citizens.

One of the significant reasons for victimization
is the conflict in the family and the increasing tension
in the relationship between its members (as a result
of the deterioration of the financial situation), which
often takes aggravated and extremely ugly forms.

At all times the family has been and remains a
center that radiates warmth and calmness. In modern
conditions, when many moral values collapse and
the main dangers to a person come from the “big
world”, he seeks protection and salvation in the
“small world” of his immediate environment and,
first of all, in the family.

Undoubtedly, children need care and attention
the most. Unfortunately, children are currently one
of the most socially vulnerable segments of the
population. Many are practically not protected from
the abuse of adults, from the harmful influence of the
criminogenic environment, forced to live in families
leading an immoral lifestyle. Meanwhile, increased
victimity often develop in the family as a result of
the negative effect of adults on their psyche, which
ultimately leads to the victimization of children.
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There is a tendency of an increase in the number
of disadvantaged families, victimized families, in
which the aggressive nature of relationships is due to
psychological incompatibility (Nadtoka, 1999:12).
In such families, there is a gross disregard for the ba-
sic needs of the child, abuse — his obvious rejection,
with insults, the non-manifestation of basic care
for him. The child is constantly humiliated, beaten,
not fed and even reproached with a piece of bread,
thrown out of the house. Often, children are admit-
ted to medical institutions with injuries sustained as
a result of illegal actions of their parents. Escaping
from abuse and violence, children and adolescents
commit suicide, try to get rid of their offenders.

Thus, in adult crimes, the number of victims-rel-
atives in murder cases is twice as low as in juvenile
crimes.

Tak, B MPECTYIUICHUSIX B3POCIBIX KOJIUYECTBO
KEPTB-POJCTBEHHHUKOB MO Jenam o0 yOuicTBEe B
JIBa pa3a HUXKE, YeM B IPECTYIJICHUSX HECOBEPILICH-
HOJICTHHUX.

In every fourth family, these persons (victims)
systematically terrorized a minor and other loved
ones, drunken and provoked a crime themselves.

These families established immorality, a cult
of violence in interpersonal relationships as a way
of communication. As a result, mutual disrespect,
rudeness, cruelty, outright cynicism have become
the norm of behavior and children. This phenom-
enon is largely due to the fact that many children
come to this world unwanted. Their uselessness is
often programmed even before the birth of everyday
instability, illness and failure of parents, unsure of
themselves and in their future, and therefore experi-
encing acute anxiety and anxiety.

“Unplanned” children are born to underage
mothers, and in recent years it is not uncommon for
young mothers.

There is a tendency for the growth of single-par-
ent families: in the overwhelming number of cases,
these are the families of single mothers, divorced
women. In such families, the mother often broad-
casts her problems, loneliness to the child, unknow-
ingly avenges him for her broken fate.

“Random” children for life may remain un-
loved, rejected, discarded. The bitterness in children
against parents persists for life, they themselves are
extremely hardened, become cynical, rude, aggres-
sive, emotionally deaf, do not reckon with the inter-
ests and feelings of other people.

Aggravation of the situation in the family is of-
ten the result of actions not only of the future crimi-
nal, but also of the behavior of the potential victim.
Because the behavior of the potential victim is the
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most important part of certain prerequisites that
is needed for arising and realizations of actions of
criminal. The situation in families in which crimes
were committed was characterized by periodic or in-
tensely growing conflicts, fights, short or long-term
breaks in family ties, adultery, joint drunkenness or
drunkenness of one of the spouses. Increased vic-
timity of a teenager very often is formed in the fam-
ily as a result of the negative effect of adults on his
psyche, which, ultimately, leads to the development
of an anti-social personality in a minor.

In some cases victims become criminals. There
is an increased risk of deviant forms of sexual be-
haviour in sexually abused children. Seduced ado-
lescents later often committed sexual acts with
younger children themselves (Tsentrov 1971:82).
There is a link between the victim’s role in the past
and his further unlawful behaviour: criminal-victim,
victim-criminal.

There are an opposite process too — victimiza-
tion of the criminal, which can be shown schemati-
cally as follows: victimity — crime (ability to crime);
crime — victimity; victimization — criminalization;
criminalization — victimization.

One of the reasons for victimization is the al-
coholization of the microsocial environment (in the
spheres of life, leisure, actual marriage relations, the
use of alcohol as payment for work or service per-
formed, etc.), some groups of the population, espe-
cially young people. It has a sustained criminogenic
influence on the dynamics and structure of crime, as
well as on the dynamics of victimity.

Alcoholism in the system of factors can be at-
tributed not only to crime in general, but also to
victimity of victims. The study of crimes com-
mitted with particular cruelty showed that at least
36-40% of them were associated with alcohol in-
toxication of victims (Statistics for 2020-2022 of
the Committee on Legal Statistics and Special Ac-
counts of the Prosecutor General’s Office of the
Republic of Kazakhstan). Criminological studies
of the dynamics of crime have uncovered tenden-
cies in its rejuvenation depending on alcohol con-
sumption. It was noted that a significant proportion
of crimes are committed against victims who were
intoxicated.

All this indicates that the formation of the victim
can occur not only suddenly, due to occasion, but
also be a special victimization process. For exam-
ple, children with an initially subordinate position
towards adults, including their own parents, form
a victimized group. As a result of which abuse of
them in principle is only part of a broader victimo-
logical problem.
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In addition to socio-ethnic factors, the moral
and psychological atmosphere in society plays a
significant role both criminologically and victimo-
logically.

In recent years, a gap has been planned be-
tween the growth of the material state and the
spiritual maturity of man. Today it is clearly vis-
ible: many difficulties of the transitional period
are born of a lack of culture and morality in its
broadest sense.

The behavior of the victim may not only be
wrong, but also immoral. The immorality of the vic-
tim is also key to the problem of the causes of crime
and to understanding the mechanism of criminal be-
havior.

In addition to the immoral behavior of the vic-
tim, the presence in the structure of his personality
of a special combination of various negative per-
sonal properties can be a conflictogenic factor. On
this occasion, G.I. Chechel writes: “If in its mass the
behavior of people is due to social reasons and that it
finds its explanation only in them, then in the behav-
ior of each individual person, his personal unique,
only inherent qualities and features, including psy-
chophysical, play a significant role. In order to more
fully understand the reasons and conditions that
entailed certain actions, the situation in which they
are committed, the form of behavior of this person,
it is necessary to find out all the features that char-
acterize him: age, gender, marital status, education,
labor, level of culture, previous criminal records,
moral and psychological, psychophysical features,
etc. “ (Chechel 1985:184).

It is not a secret that recently the share of illit-
erate among victims has been growing (as, indeed,
among convicts). However, the level of education
itself (after all, among the victims who created the
victimological situation, there are many who had
higher, incomplete higher or secondary special
education), taken in isolation, without taking into
account the level of general culture, cannot signifi-
cantly affect the choice of one or another behavior
option, since there is no direct dependence between
it and the form of human behavior. Therefore, the
process of education involves the worldview, moral
formation of the person.

Many victims have such features as touchiness,
bitterness, aggressiveness, indecency, leading a par-
asitic lifestyle, abuse of alcohol, i.e. the same nega-
tive personal characteristics that are characteristic
of convicts. Some of the victims in certain circum-
stances could have committed the crime themselves
or were completely to blame for the encroachment
committed on them.

The reason is the nature of the relationship be-
tween the victim and the criminal. The relationship
between the future criminal and the future victim
can be very different in nature: from good or indif-
ferent, neutral to hostile, openly hostile.

It is noteworthy that a significant number of
crimes are committed against neighbors. Moreover,
often these are persons of advanced age, who are
characterized by a reckless, grumpy character. Of-
ten they are the initiators of a conflict (usually about
loud music, incorrect, from their point of view, the
exploitation of common areas, etc.). Living in the
same apartment, where there are no normal living
conditions, contributes to the creation of conflict sit-
uations not only with neighbors, but also with close
relatives (brothers, sisters, parents, mother-in-law,
father-in-law). Most of these families are character-
ized by a lack of mutual tolerance and courtesy in
personal contacts, the habit of resolving controver-
sial 1ssues in an offensive form, and sometimes with
the use of physical or psychological abuse.

A significant characteristic reflecting the victim-
ization process of the victim is its dynamics. The
greatest information on the dynamics of victimiza-
tion can be provided by an analysis of various vari-
ants of its structural-dynamic development, which,
according to the main laws of dynamic characteris-
tics, have been described earlier by many research-
ers. Specific sociological studies of the following
categories of persons studied this process: a long-
term interval survey of students of 3 and 4 courses
of the Faculty of Law, a survey and questionnaire of
pupils of special schools; a review and context anal-
ysis of the press materials was carried out, as well as
materials obtained using the included observation.

The questionnaire structurally looks like this:
introductory questions: family composition, age, fi-
nancial situation, type of activity, attitude to crime
(fear) and questions directly related to various types
of crimes. The survey results indicate a noticeable
increase in the level of victimity of the population
in recent years. Moreover, this applies to almost all
types of crimes (including violent).

If a survey of law students suggests that only
half of them can become victims, then question-
naires among students in special schools indicate
a 98% probability of becoming victims of vari-
ous crimes (mainly violent). We were interested in
whether they themselves or their family members,
or close relatives, or friends, had become victims of
crime over the past eight years; whether they con-
tacted law enforcement bodies about this and what
are the results of these appeals. For conducting mass
surveys, students of the Faculty of Law specializing
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in the Department of Criminal Law, Criminal Pro-
cedure and Criminalistics of Al-Farabi KazNU (45
students of 3 and 4 courses) were involved. All of
them were previously instructed on the methodolo-
gy and features of this study. They were each tasked
with interviewing at least twenty individuals about
whether they themselves or their close relatives,
friends, had been victims of criminal trespass over
the past eight years, and what their reaction to that
was, in particular, whether they had gone to law en-
forcement on the matter. In total, 400 citizens were
interviewed using this method. 297 questionnaires
turned out to be suitable for study. 161 of them con-
tained affirmative answers to the question posed. At
the same time, the most common types of criminal
manifestations were consumer deception —40% and
theft from various objects (dwellings, summer cot-
tages, cars; pickpocketing, etc.) — 41%; robberies
amounted to 11%, hooligan manifestations — 8%,
bodily harm of various degrees — 15%, other crimes
— 14%. In 11% of cases, the same persons became
victims of criminal encroachments three times, in
22% of cases — twice. In addition to the fact of the
crime, the questions concerned the circumstances of
its commission. Questions were asked about fear of
crime, about attitudes towards the use of legal drugs.
A significant part of the questions concerned demo-
graphic data.

36% of people of the total number of respon-
dents answered to the question: whether you have
become a victim of any crime over the past five
years like that: they have became a victim at least
one time within five years. In other words, the vic-
timization rate is approximately 36%. Mental state
is the reason for becoming a victim of crime. In most
cases, fear, pain and moral, mental suffering caused
by the encroachment are components of mental
states. Therefore, an integral part of victimological
research is to take into account such a factor as the
fear of crime of the population.

Studies of foreign victimologists have shown,
in particular, that even with a relatively different
reaction of different groups of the population in
different countries and regions to an increase in
crime, the average indicator of the total number of
people experiencing fear of victimization quite ac-
curately reflects the level of crime in the region.
In other words, the prevalence of fear in public
psychology and in the mass consciousness is one
of the important objective indicators of the crimi-
nological situation. The older the respondents, the
greater their fear of crime. As for the place of resi-
dence, we can show that the larger the number of
settlements, the higher the estimated level of in-
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security of the territory of residence and a larger
number of citizens avoid some streets and places at
night, as they feel in danger. It also indicates that
fear of crime increases in proportion to the size of
the area of residence. The predominant part of the
victims became victims of criminals at their place
of residence.

When asked, “Do you feel confident on the street
at night being alone there?” show that “very confi-
dent” and “quite confident” are predominantly those
aged 21 to 29. Among 30-49-year-olds, the feeling
of uncertainty decreases, and starting from the age
of 50 and older, they again increase.

Victimogenic situations arise mainly in large
cities. When a person walks along a city street in the
late night hours, he finds himself in a victimogenic
situation, that is, in a situation fraught with the risk
of becoming a victim of a crime for her.

The standard of living is in a nonlinear depen-
dence on victimity. The most victimized are those
with low incomes and too wealthy. The middle class
is the least victimized. In terms of studying the pros-
pect of victimization, we analyzed the relationship
between the possibility of becoming a victim of a
crime and fear of crime in two aspects: on the one
hand, we studied the type of victimization, and on
the other, how much the respondent became a victim
of crime. The study aimed to test the relationship
between fear of crime and the extent of harm caused
to the victim. Touching on the problem concerning
the victimization hypothesis, we proceeded from the
premise: the victim’s fear of crime is higher than the
harder harm caused to her.

The results of the studies confirm that in cities
the fear of victims of crime increases depending on
the type of crimes the victim became. For example,
victims of property crimes have less fear of crime
than victims of violent crimes.

Based on the results, we concluded that the very
assumption of the possibility of becoming a victim
of crime leads to fear of crime, which increases
when the victim realizes his vulnerability from vio-
lent crime.

Conclusion

Based on the obtained data on victimization, the
following conclusions were made:

The atmosphere of fear is an essential element
of the analysis of the criminological situation at the
macro level of the phenomenon, and at the individual
or group level — the assessment of a criminal or post-
criminal situation, one way or another related to the
commission of a specific crime, its consequences,
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including the possible threat of ‘“secondary”
victimization. Therefore, the problem of fear has
always entered the orbit of victimological research
and in this sense was considered as a category not
only psychological, but also victimological, which
is important for the organization of victimological

The fear of becoming a victim is growing in
society. That conclusion is beyond doubt.

Fear of crime should also be considered against
the background of the general standard of living,
which is characterized by fear and a sense of
uncertainty about the loss (absence) of work, the

revention. situation in the family, financial security.
p y y
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