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STATE AND LEGAL BASIS FOR ENSURING
OF EXTERNAL SECURITY OF THE REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN

This article is devoted to the legal analysis of external security of the Republic of Kazakhstan. It also
explores various approaches to the study of external security in accordance with the Kazakh legislation
and legal standards of foreign countries. The article considers the scientific positions of scientists that
they set out in the process of conducting fundamental research. Currently, the Republic of Kazakhstan
has a fairly extensive security system. This article is devoted to the legal analysis of the state’s activities
in the field of external security. There are both theoretical and practical problems in this area. Ensuring
external security requires a special approach to the legal regulation of this sphere. Thus, a single con-
ceptual framework has not yet been developed. It should also be noted that the issues of administrative-
legal regime need to be solved through which in fact a degree of ordering has achieved as the system
of external security and its components and individual processes in the field of security of individuals,
society and the state.

Key words: national security, ensuring security, external security, the Constitution, law, threats to
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KasakcTtaH Pecny6AnKacbIHbIH, ChIPTKbI KAYiMncCi3AiriH KamTamachbi3 eTyAjiH,
MEMAEKETTIK-KYKbIKTbIK Herizaepi

bya makara KasakcraH Pecry6GAmMKAchiHAQ CbIPTKbl KAYiNCi3AIKTI KaMTaMacbl3 eTy MaceAeAepiH
KYKbIKTbIK TanpayFa apHaaraH. CoHbiMeH Kartap, OYA >KyMbICTa KA3aKCTAHABIK, 3aHHamara >kaHe
LWeT MeMAeKeTTEPAIH KYKbIKTbIK, CTaHAQPTTapblHa CaMKeC CbIPTKbl KAYIMCi3AIKTI 3epTTeyAiH TYpAI
TOCIiAAEPI 3epTTeAeAi. Ipreai 3epTTeyaep >Kyprizy 6apbiCbiHAQ FAABIMAAPAbIH, FbIABIMU YCTaHbIMAAPbI
KapacTbipbiraabl. Kasipri yakpitra KasakcraH PecriyGAmkacbiHAa KayincCi3aAikTi KamMTamachl3 eTyAiH
JKETKIAIKTI TypAe TapMaKTaAFaH >YHMeci KaAbinTacTbl. ByA MakaAa CbIpTKbl KayimncCi3AiKTi KaMTamachl3
€Ty CaAaCbIHAAFbl MEMAEKETTIH, KbI3METiHe KYKbIKTbIK, TaAAdy »acanabl. Bya canapa oAl ae wellimiH
TanmnaraH TEOPUSIABIK, XKBHE MPaKTUKaAbIK, MaceaeAep 6ap. CbIpTKbl KAYiNCi3AiKTi KaMTamachi3 eTy OCbl
caAaHbl KYKbIKTbIK, peTTeyre epekiie Ke3kapacTbl TaAan eTeAi. Ocblaaiilia, 9Ai KyHre AeniH GipbiHFai
TyciHik annapatbl a3ipaeHbereH. CoHaan-ak, iC >KY3iHAE CbIPTKbl KayirnCi3AiK >KyMeci MeH OHbiH,
KOMMOHEHTTEPIHIH, COHAAM-aK, XeKe aAaMHbIH, KOFaM MeH MeMAEKeTTIH KayiMnci3AiriH kamTamachi3
€Ty CaAaCbIHAAFbl >KEKEeAereH MpoLecTepAi PeTke KeATIPpYAIH TUICTi AspeXxeciHe KOA >KeTKi3iAeTiH
SKIMLLIAIK-KYKbIKTbIK, PEXXMM MBCEAEAepi Ae 63 LUeLiMiH TaAan eTeTiHiH aTtan 6TKeH XX6H.

TyHiH ce3aep: YATTbIK KayiMCi3AiK, KayincCi3AiKTi KamTamacbl3 €Ty, CbIpTKbl Kayincisaik,
KOHCTUTYLLMS, CbIPTKbI KAYIMNCi3aiKKe OKTaAy.
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locyAapcTBeHHO-NpaBoBble OCHOBbI 06ecneyYeHust
BHeluHel 6e3onacHocTu Pecny6ankm KasaxcraH

AaHHas CTaTbsl MOCBSLLEHA MPABOBOMY aHaAM3y obecrneveHuns BHelHen 6e3onacHocTv Pecny6Amnkm
KasaxcraH. B Hel Tak>Ke MCCAEAYIOTCS Pa3AUUHbIE MOAXOAbI K MCCAEAOBAHMIO BHELLHEN 6e30MacHOCTM
B COOTBETCTBMM C Ka3axCTaHCKMM 3aKOHOAATEAbCTBOM M TMPABOBbIMM CTaHAApPTaMM 3apyOeskHbIX
roCcyAapcCTB. PaccMaTpurBalOTCs HayUHble MO3MLMKM YUEHbIX, M3AOXKEHHbIE MMM B MPOLIECCE MPOBEAEHUS
pyHAAMEHTAAbHbIX MCCAEAOBaHUI. B HacTosiwee Bpemsi B Pecriybanke KasaxcraH ccpopmmpoBaHa
AOCTAaTOYHO pa3BETBAEHHAs cucTema obecriedeHns (e30MacHOCTM. AaHHas CTaTbhsl MOCBSILLEHA
NMPaBOBOMY aHAAM3Yy AESTEABHOCTM FOCYAQpPCTBa B 0bAacTu obecrieyeHuns BHeluHel 6e3onacHocTu. B
AQHHOI 06AACTM UMEIOTCS Kak TEOPETMYECKME, TaK U NMpakTUueckme npobaembl. ObecrieyeHre BHELLHEN
6e3onacHocTM TpebyeT 0co6Oro NOAX0Aa K MPABOBOMY PETYAMPOBAHMIO AaHHOM cepbl. Tak, A0 C1X
nop He BbIPabOTaH €AMHbIN MOHATUMIHLIM annapaT. Tak)ke CAEAYeT OTMETMTb, YTO TpebyloT CBOero
peLueH1s BONPOChl AAMMHUCTPATUBHO-NPABOBOIO PEXKMMA, MOCPEACTBOM KOTOPbIX B AEACTBUTEABHOCTH
AOCTUIAETCS AOAXKHAs CTeneHb YNOpSAOYEHHOCTM Kak CaMoOW CUCTEMbl BHeLLHel 6e30macHOCTH U
€e COCTaBASIOLLMX, TaK M OTAEAbHbIX MPOLLECCOB B 06AaCTM obecreveHns 6e30MacHOCTM AMUHOCTH,

obLecTBa 1 rocyaapcTaa.
KAoueBble caoBa:

HaumoHaAbHag 6e30nacHOCTb,

obecrieyeHme 0e30MacHOCTM, BHELLHAA

6e30mnacHOCTb, KOHCTUTYLMS, 3aKOH, Yrpo3bl BHELLHE 6e30MacHOCTH.

Introduction

Ensuring external security is one of the pressing
problems of our time. Not a single state in the world
currently considers the issue of external security to
be legally resolved. The Republic of Kazakhstan is
no exception. The term “external security” appeared
in political science relatively recently, in the second
half of the 20th century after the adoption of the
Law on National Security in the USA in 1947.
In the Republic of Kazakhstan, the legal act that
laid the foundation for theoretical and practical
activities in the field of ensuring external security
is the Law “On National Security of the Republic of
Kazakhstan” dated June 26, 1998. For the first time,
the concept of external security was introduced at
the legislative level in this law. So, external security
was understood as the state of protection of the
national interests of the Republic of Kazakhstan
from threats posed by foreign states, organizations
and citizens (https://online.zakon.kz/document).

In the current law of the Republic of Kazakhstan
“On the National Security of the Republic of
Kazakhstan” adopted on January 6, 2012, the
concept of external security is absent (https://online.
zakon.kz/document).

External security is a complex multi-level
functional system in which processes of interaction
between the vital interests of the individual, society

and the state continuously occur. These interests
are a set of needs, the satisfaction of which reliably
ensures progressive social development. Hegel
wrote that lack of interest is spiritual or physical
death.

The Republic of Kazakhstan in accordance
with national legislation and international treaties
ensures the safety of every person and citizen on its
territory. Citizens of Kazakhstan, as well as legal
entities located outside the Republic of Kazakhstan,
are guaranteed by the state the protection of their
personal, family and business interests abroad.
These standards are laid down in the Foreign
Policy Concept of the Republic of Kazakhstan
for 2014-2020, developed in accordance with the
guidelines set forth in the Message of the President
of the Republic of Kazakhstan to the people of
Kazakhstan, “Kazakhstan Strategy-2050: a new
political course for a successful state.” The Concept
notes that, taking into account modern realities,
the foreign policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan
requires modernization and promotion of national
interests on the principles of pragmatism. This
process is influenced by a number of internal and
external factors. Among external factors, the need
for overcoming the negative consequences of the
global financial and economic crisis, aggravation
of conflicts and modern problems of mankind, the
emergence of a qualitatively new geopolitical and
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geoeconomic situation at the regional and global
levels is indicated.

According to Art. 39 of the Constitution of the
Republic of Kazakhstan, while ensuring the safety
of the rights and freedoms of man and citizen,
may be limited only by laws and only to the extent
necessary to protect the constitutional order, protect
public order, human rights and freedoms, health and
morality of the population (https://online.zakon.kz/
document).

In this case, any person, in the manner prescribed
by law, is entitled to receive clarifications from the
relevant state bodies regarding the restriction of their
rights and freedoms. Officials who have exceeded
their authority in ensuring security shall bear the
responsibility established by law.

The state guarantees support to persons providing
assistance in ensuring national security, including
their legal protection in accordance with the legislation
of the Republic of Kazakhstan. The Republic of
Kazakhstan ensures the safety of every person
and citizen on its territory. Citizens of Kazakhstan
who are outside the Republic of Kazakhstan are
guaranteed protection and patronage by the state. The
Republic of Kazakhstan ensures its national security
by all means and methods at its disposal. Note the
diversity of these methods. These are economic,
political, military, legal. Special methods are used
by special bodies — intelligence, counterintelligence
(https://online.zakon.kz/document).

In order to obtain international security
guarantees, the Republic of Kazakhstan is involved
in ensuring international (global, regional) security,
of which the national security of Kazakhstan is
an integral part. The activities of the Republic of
Kazakhstan to ensure international security include:

1) strengthening the role of Kazakhstan in the
formation of the global world order;

2) the formation and strengthening of an effective
collective security system in the geopolitical
environment of Kazakhstan;

3) participation in international organizations
and forums whose activities are in the interests of
the national security of the Republic of Kazakhstan;

4) participation outside the country in activities
aimed at ensuring national security in accordance
with international treaties of the Republic of
Kazakhstan;

5) the decision, if necessary, in conjunction with
neighboring countries, issues related to national
security;

6) the conclusion of international treaties
that meet the security interests of the Republic of
Kazakhstan.

Main part

For any state, the issue of ensuring national
security and protecting national interests in
international relations is one of the strategic issues
in developing the country’s foreign policy. This is
the manifestation and realization of the sovereignty
of the state, which implies its right to act as an
independent subject of international relations, to
determine foreign policy in its interests and to
independently resolve issues of foreign economic
activity.

It is no secret to anyone that in the modern world
there are security threats related to the targeted
impact on economic and military potential, social
development, information space, ecology and other
areas of the state’s activity.

In matters of ensuring national security, an
important component is the foreign policy of the
state. Realizing its foreign policy functions, each
state pursues a certain policy outside its country, i.e.
in international relations. The theory of “geopolitics”
has developed in the theory of international
relations, which is an organic relationship between
spatial relations and the historical causality of state
actions. The theory of “geopolitics” is based on
such values as “sovereignty”, “territory”, and “state
security”. The geopolitical position of the Republic
of Kazakhstan largely determines the priorities for
the implementation of external security.

External security of the state is a system of
measures aimed at establishing and maintaining
relations with subjects of international law,
protecting national security and interests, as well
as expanding its influence on other subjects of
international relations. External security includes
the foreign policy of the state, foreign policy
doctrines, concepts, bodies that carry out foreign
policy functions, and most importantly — the foreign
policy of the state.

External security is realized through diplomacy,
direct and indirect, which, in turn, must comply with
international law. At the same time, international
law has a direct impact on state policy in the field
of external security through the fact that states must
comply with their international obligations. Both
diplomacy and external security should not conflict
with universally recognized principles and norms of
international law. The general nature of diplomacy
is largely determined by the socio-economic
development of the state, as well as by the general
laws and rules governing international relations as a
whole. As for the role of diplomacy in international
law, diplomacy, formulating the will of the state and
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seeking its agreement with the will of other states,
actively participates in the creation of international
law, is an extremely important factor in law-making
in international relations.

The effectiveness of diplomacy, as a rule,
depends on how the goals and objectives of the
state’s policy in the field of external security
are formulated, as well as how successfully
they are implemented in practice by specific
individuals.

Foreign policy directly depends on the domestic
political, economic, demographic, military,
scientific, technical, cultural potential of the state.
Depending on the state’s potential, certain priorities
inexternal security are taking shape. The main form of
implementing external security is the establishment
of diplomatic relations between states, membership
in international organizations and, accordingly,
the opening of permanent missions of states to
international organizations. Active foreign policy
activities of the state, the presence of stable relations
with other subjects of international law enable the
state to apply various means and methods, combine
them, carry out regular exchanges of information,
visits at different levels, conclude agreements on
various issues, create and join blocks and unions in
various areas of cooperation.

The determination of foreign security priorities
is influenced by such factors as the level of socio-
political,  socio-economic  development, the
geopolitical position of the country, as well as the
presence of certain national interests, which together
comprise the system of ensuring national security of
the Republic of Kazakhstan.

In clause 6, article 1 of the Law on National
Security, the national interests of the Republic
of Kazakhstan are understood as the totality of
legislatively recognized political, economic, social
and other needs of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the
implementation of which determines the ability of
the state to protect human rights and citizen values
of Kazakhstan society and the foundations of the
constitutional system. As a result, the national
interests are ensured by the state by all means
at its disposal-economic, political, ideological,
diplomatic, military, etc.

The concept of “national security” is closely
related to the concept of “national interest.” National
security is considered as one of the elements of the
national interest of the state, which ensures, along
with other elements (internal stability, economic
prosperity, favorable external environment,
positive international image), optimal existence
(Baykenzheev 2017: 198).

It should be noted that the main determining
national interest of any state is the “instinct of self-
preservation”, which includes ensuring national
security from external threats, protecting the
economic and political positions of the state in
the world, a certain impact on the foreign policy
of another state, as well as the expansion of the
influence of the state on world politics as a whole.

When realizing their national interests, the
behavior of states can be classified into four types:

» aggressive policy — manifests itself in the
desire to expand its influence and resolve internal
problems by means of foreign policy;

 conservative politics — a kind characteristic
of the former “great” states, empires, which is
based on the desire to maintain its influence in the
international arena and previously achieved position
without taking into account the changed alignment
of forces and real potential;

* active policy — based on a balance between
the internal and external activities of the state,
when it as a whole successfully acts as a subject of
international relations, protecting its interests;

* passive policy — is characteristic of “weak”
states, which do not have the potential necessary to
assert their sovereignty, therefore they are forced to
give up part of their sovereignty for the sake of more
“strong” neighbors or patrons (Mansurov 2011).

The study of foreign policy of Kazakhstan
characterizes the Republic of Kazakhstan as a state
with an active and balanced domestic and foreign
policy. Regarding the balance of the state’s policy
as a whole, the President of Kazakhstan, Kasym-
Zhomart Kemelovich Tokaev, notes: “The close
relationship between Kazakhstan’s foreign and
domestic policy is determined by the unity of
purpose — building a democratic society with a
socially oriented market economy and guaranteed
protection of the constitutional rights of citizens
of the country. The foreign policy of the Republic
of Kazakhstan is characterized by such qualities
as balance and multi-vectority, which suggest
pragmatism in the choice of foreign policy partners,
a high degree of maneuverability, the absence of a
direct dependence of Kazakhstan’s foreign policy
on the unpredictability of the development of a
situation in a particular region, on changing world
market conditions” (Tokayev 1998a: 12).

The external security of our country initially
proceeded from the need to uphold long-term
national interests by means of broad international
cooperation and solving emerging problems on
the basis of mutual agreements and acceptable
compromises. Today, Kazakhstan already has a
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solid international legal base in the formats of
multilateral and bilateral cooperation, as well as
in the framework of participation in international
organizations.

The basis of the choice of foreign policy
priorities was laid the geopolitical factor, i.e. taking
into account the fact of Kazakhstan’s location
between two nuclear and economically developed
powers — Russia and China. Moreover, such a factor
as intracontinentality, i.e. lack of direct access to the
sea by the republic. The unfavorable geographical
location of the Republic of Kazakhstan as a
landlocked country negatively affects its economic
development. The vast majority of inland countries
are less developed than countries with a sea coast.
Free access to and from the sea is an important issue
for countries that do not have such an exit, because
their ability to use the sea to a certain extent depends
on the coastal neighbors whose ports they are forced
to use to communicate with the outside world.

Despite the adverse geographical factors listed
above, an analysis of the foreign political activity
of the Republic of Kazakhstan from the moment of
gaining independence allows us to conclude that
diplomatic means prevail in its implementation.
Kazakhstan’s lack of practical experience in
foreign policy (since being a part of the USSR, our
republic, however, like many others, was deprived
of the opportunity to independently implement its
foreign policy) did not affect the level and quality
of foreign security. Properly designated priorities of
the external security of the Republic of Kazakhstan
during the formation of statehood contributed to
the “painless” entry of our country into the world
community as a full-fledged subject of international
law.

The image and authority of the Republic of
Kazakhstan, as well as the strengthening of its
national security, were influenced by the decision
of the country’s leadership to renounce nuclear
weapons. In May 1992, Kazakhstan signed the
Lisbon Protocol and pledged to become a nuclear-
free state. He was the first of the parties to the Lisbon
Protocol to join the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) with the status of a
nuclear-free state. Later, a Memorandum was signed
on providing our country with security guarantees
from all nuclear powers (Tokayev 2004b: 22, 23).

It should be noted that Kazakhstan’s contribution
to the nuclear disarmament process was not limited
to the closure of the Semipalatinsk nuclear test site
and the signing of the Lisbon Protocol. In 2009,
at the 64th session of the UN General Assembly,

Kazakhstan made a proposal to proclaim August
29 as the International Day against Nuclear Tests.
It was on this day 19 years ago that ex-President
N.A. Nazarbayev, by his decree, forever closed
one of the largest nuclear test sites in the world.
This idea received unanimous support, reflecting
the deep concern of the international community
regarding the dangers posed by such trials. This date
was approved by the decision of the UN General
Assembly on December 2, 2009 as “World Day on
the renunciation of nuclear weapons” (Mansurov
2011: 317, 318).

This fact indicates a large-scale foreign
policy initiative of the Republic of Kazakhstan in
the development of global disarmament and the
strengthening of external security.

This proves once again that the national security
ofthe state is connected with foreign political activity
and the activities of other subjects of international
relations. States, entering into international legal
relations, affect each other’s external security. It
is impossible to defend one’s national interests
without taking into account the interests of other
subjects of international relations. Moreover, the
process of ensuring the national security of the state
is influenced by any political processes taking place
in the world, therefore the state is forced to respond
mobilely to any destabilizing factors that appear
in the region or in the international community. In
addition, the state, taking measures to ensure and
strengthen its own security, indirectly takes part
in ensuring local, regional and collective security,
which are subsystems of the “vertical arrangement”
of external security.

Assessing therole of external security in ensuring
the national security of the state, it is necessary to
emphasize that the security of each participating
state is inseparably linked with the safety of all other
participating countries. So, on the initiative of the
First President of the Republic of Kazakhstan — the
leader of the nation, the Conference on Interaction
and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA)
was created and is functioning. It is no secret that
the CICA was created as an Asian counterpart to
the OSCE. There is a huge field for interaction here,
since half of the twenty CICA members are either
participants or Asian partners of the OSCE, which
allows us to talk about the potential complementarity
of these two organizations. In addition, the republic
is a party to the treaty on the non-proliferation of
nuclear weapons, the military-political bloc of
the Collective Security Treaty Organization, the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), and is
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actively cooperating with NATO in the framework
of the Partnership for Peace program.

EurAsEC, one of the most effective and
promising integration associations, is a form of
integration of sovereign states aimed at realizing
the national interests of each participating country
in order to strengthen stability and external security.

The EurAsEC, being the most effective
integration structure in the post-Soviet space, created
the logical prerequisite for the formation of the next
stage of economic integration — the Customs Union
(Kazakh President Nursultan Nazarbayev 2010:
518).

It can be argued that, in comparison with other
integration structures on the territory of the former
USSR, the Eurasian community is a successful
integration entity that takes into account not only
mutual benefits and prospects, but also the national
interests of each participant.

The strategic program “Kazakhstan — 2030~
contains a detailed analysis of the situation in the
country at the moment, and it outlines the main
“priority long-term goals,” among which the
first is to ensure external security: “To ensure the
development of Kazakhstan as an independent
sovereign state while maintaining complete
territorial integrity ( www.akorda.kz).

The strategy provides, as the main measures
to strengthen national security, the provision of a
favorable external environment for internal political
reforms, through the establishment of stable and
friendly relations, primarily with neighboring states,
as well as with the leading political and economic
powers of the modern world. In addition, serious
attention was paid to the development of cooperation
with international institutions and forums, such as
the UN, IMF, World Bank, Asian, European and
Islamic development banks. The key to success
of the republic’s economic and political growth is
economic cooperation and integration by providing
diplomatic means of our country’s access to foreign
markets in order to profitably invest excess financial
resources. Thus, it is clear that the main role in
ensuring the national security of Kazakhstan was
assigned to ensuring external security.

In addition, Part III “Key Directions for
Kazakhstan’s Development until 2020” of the
Strategic Plan for the Development of the Republic
of Kazakhstan until 2020 includes “International
Relations and Foreign Policy”, among which the
following are highlighted: “Kazakhstan will continue
to justify itself a course towards the prevention of an

arms race, supporting the efforts of the international
community in the field of nuclear disarmament and
strengthening the regime of the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. At the same time,
opportunities will be maximally utilized within the
framework of the Chairmanship of the Republic
of Kazakhstan in authoritative international
organizations (Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe, Organization of the Islamic
Conference, etc.) ”( www.zakon.kz)

In the framework of ensuring external security,
the Government defined “increasing the role and
authority of Kazakhstan in the Muslim world”,
which is achieved through the tasks. So, this goal
can be realized by activating the activities of the
Republic of Kazakhstan in the activities of the
OIC and by increasing the number of citizens of
the Republic of Kazakhstan represented in the OIC
bodies (oline.zakon.kz).

It must be emphasized that the intensification of
relations between Kazakhstan and Muslim countries
within the framework of the OIC meets the long-
term interests of the republic. This is also defined
in the Address of the President of the Republic
of Kazakhstan N. Nazarbayev to the people of
Kazakhstan, in which he noted the comprehensive
development of cooperation with Islamic countries
as one of the priorities of the foreign policy of the
Republic of Kazakhstan (akorda.kz).

Thus, it can be noted that the principle of
multivectorness, which involves “personal”
cooperation with European states, the USA, China,
Russia, the Middle East, and also the development
of “collective” cooperation should be maintained
at the basis of the external security of the Republic
of Kazakhstan. in the framework of international
organizations, such as the UN, CICA, OSCE, SCO,
CIS, OIC, etc.

The continuation of the idea of pursuing a
multi-vector policy was reflected in the Message
of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan to
the people of Kazakhstan, who noted: “We will
continue our balanced foreign policy, interacting
not only with the West, but also with Asian states”
(akorda.kz).

Thus, the external security of Kazakhstan
not only ensures and protects national interests in
international relations. It can be argued that with
the same stubbornness, the Republic takes an active
part in international events aimed at combating
external threats in order to strengthen regional and
international security (Baykenzheev 2016).
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Conclusion

National security can be differentiated depending
on the location of the source of danger into two
types: internal — activities within the state to ensure
its stability; external — activities outside the state.

External security is characterized as the
protection of the national interests of the Republic
of Kazakhstan from threats posed from outside by
other states (groups of states).

Since many processes and phenomena occurring
in the country and in the world, it is difficult to
limit the scope of the state, the areas of internal
security and external security are interrelated, they
complement each other or intersect. In the period of
unstable internal development of the state, civil war,
social conflicts, ensuring internal security becomes
a priority. During wars, interstate clashes, conflicts,
more attention is paid to ensuring external security.
In the current globalization of all aspects of public
life, when there are many threats to national security
(terrorism, drug addiction, organized crime, the
spread of various infectious diseases, epidemics,
etc.), it is difficult to determine the boundaries
between internal and external security.

In the field of ensuring the national security of
the Republic of Kazakhstan, the main legislative
act is the Law “On the National Security of the
Republic of Kazakhstan” dated January 6, 2012,
which defines the content and principles of ensuring
the safety of man, citizen, society and the state,
system, goals and directions for ensuring national
security of the Republic of Kazakhstan. With

regard to legislative consolidation of the external
security of the Republic of Kazakhstan, when
analyzing the current Law on National Security, in
particular Article 4 “Types of National Security”,
the concept of external security is absent among
other types of security. Although in the first special
law adopted in 1998 and in force until 2012, the
following definition was given to the type of
security under consideration: “external security —
the state of protection of the national interests of
the Republic of Kazakhstan from threats posed by
foreign states, organizations and citizens.”

In our opinion, the main threats to national
security related to transnational phenomena, such
as terrorism, extremism, drug trafficking and arms
trafficking, remained outside the law. Also, the
very geopolitical location of our republic strongly
dictates to us to ensure and strengthen national
security precisely through competent foreign policy
activities of Kazakhstan. Thus, enhanced measures
to counteract the above phenomena should be
included in the category of priority tasks of national
security of Kazakhstan at the present stage.

In this regard, we believe that it is necessary to
supplement and expand the role and importance of
foreign policy in ensuring national security at the
legislative level by introducing amendments and
additions to the law on national security.

We also offer the following definition of the
state’s external security: it is the protection of
national interests, national values and lifestyles from
external threats, as well as the ability and actions of
the state to withstand these threats.
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